When did Mammy and Pappy get married? Did they ltegether right away? Where did
they first live?

Marian — | don’t really remember but | think they got married at
Upper Milford Mennonite Church.

Raymond — | do not know where they got married. | have been
told that they did not live together the first 6 months of
marriage. Pappy still lived with Schuberts and Mammy lived
with her parents. | don’'t know where they first lived together.

Norman — Don’t know when they got married. Mom lived at
home and Pop lived with his foster parents.

Mae — Minister's home? They did not live together right away.
I’'m not sure which was their first home.

Kermit - | don't know where, but | believe they were married by
Rev. Victor Boyer. Yes, they lived together right away. |
believe their first home was a house on Route 100 & 29 just
below Milford Park. There are two houses on right real close
together and theirs was the gray one.

Were you born at home or in the hospital? If at hesnwhich home? If in the hospital,
which hospital?

Marian — At home (4402 Main Road West, Vera Cruz — The Fetterman Farm)

Kermit & Donald were born in the hospital. All the others were born at home. Manaimy ainnounce

that a baby was coming — didn’t talk about that kind of thing. The doctor would come to the house for
each baby. We thought the doctor brought the babies in his little black bag. None of éiseAzabi

nursed. They were fed canned milk (evaporated milk). We grew up on canned milk.

Raymond — | was born at home, 1442 Shimerville Road.

Norman — At home on Shimerville Road.

Mae — | was born at home, 1442 Shimerville Road.

Annabelle - 1442 Shimerville Road

Carl for Merle - At home on Shimerville Road

Kermit - We, Donnie and |, were the only ones born in the hospital. It was Allentomerabeéiospital.

Alma - Alma and possibly some of the others were born at home in the farmhouse ef Fagxi.

What schools did you attend?

Marian — Washington School, Thaddeus Stevens, Lincoln, Emmaus High School. We didn’t have
kindergarten — started in first grade. | walked 2 miles each way to schoolimitbdd and Melvin and



they were fighting to keep up with me. In the winter we wore long underwear akthgstm walk to
school.

Raymond — Grades 1 to 4 at Stevens School on Pennsylvania Ave., Grades 5 & 6 at Washington School
on Broad Street, Grades 7 & 8 at Lincoln School on Seem Street, and Grades 9 to 12 atligimaus
School on North Street. (All in Emmaus)

Norman — Stevens, Washington, Lincoln and Emmaus High School (Jefferson)

Mae — Attended Stevens School feitiru 4, Washington for 5& 6*, Lincoln for 7 & 8" Emmaus High
School (Jefferson) for'9hru 12

Annabelle - Thaddeus Stevens 1-4, Washington 5-6, Lincoln 7-8, Jefferson 9-12.

Merle - Thaddeus Stevens, Lincoln, Jefferson. Graduating class of 1953.

Kermit - Elementary: Thaddeus Stevens for grades 1 thru 4; Washington Schoatits § and 6; Jr.
High School at Lincoln School for grade 7 and 8; High School at Emmaus High Schoa@deragrl0,
11, 12 - graduating class of 1955; Bluffton College 1956 - 1958.

Vernon — Thaddeus Stevens for Elementary, Jefferson for High School (Emmaus lkbghv&zsn’t
built yet — it was built sometime around 1951.

Where did you shop for food?

Marian — | think an A&P in downtown Emmaus. We would walk into Emmaus with Pappy for afcase
canned milk and loaves of bread and pull it home on a wagon. We'd stop at the drugstore with a soda
fountain and get ice cream. A huckster (Schmoyer) and a butcher (Hanes) ameltbche house two
times a week. Different people came to the door to sell things. We used other peapderse downs.
Mammy would remake and alter them.

Raymond — Mostly at Food Fair on 3treet and Mohican on Tenth Street in Allentown. Since Pop did
not have a car he mostly traveled with Homer Keinert to do his shopping in Allentown.tbal did

most of their grocery shopping at Fritch’s Storetaf @€hestnut Sts. in Emmaus. They would call in their
order and it was delivered by Fritch.

Norman — Schmoyer the huckster or at Mammy Hallman’s.

Mae — All local stores in Emmaus, Schmoyer’'s Grocery, Truck home route plhehutaker and
milkman.

Annabelle - At the auction in the barn at Miklencics on Saturday nights when thegellang out; Fritch
Grocery, Fenstermaker Grocery, Schmoyer Huckster, Haines Butcher

Merle - Various places. The Hucksters came around door to door. And the store onvaeramsyle.
Vernon — The A & P on the Triangle. We used to go to the stor€ &tréet in Emmaus. They had

watermelons there. Pappy Nester drove to Georgia with Lloyd Fritatt twagermelons (in a truck.)
Before that they had a store §t& Chestnut.



Did you grow your own food?

Marian — Yes, we had a garden all the time. | did the gardening, pulled weedsrdée plot was up
where the hotel was and we had another across the street.

Raymond — Yes, we had a truck patch in a field where the Pine Tree Tavern was#dést. |Also, we
had one across the street from our house plus a garden behind the house. We would raisesweet co
tomatoes, string beans, potatoes, carrots, onions, cabbage, etc.

Norman — Yes, most of it.

Mae — We had gardens out back and across the street. We had everything you could want plus f
farmers fields. There was lots of canning and preparing of food to store feintiee — no freezers.

Annabelle - Yes, we had a garden patch where the Community Park top parking lot isemowe thad
one across the street from our house and later in a lot behind our house.

Carl - Some in the garden. Where do you think Melvin got his wonderful gardening talerits from

Kermit - Yes. We had a big patch across the street on Shimerville Rd. Donhieemnedoften the
"mules” to pull the cultivator when Pappy weeded the rows. We also had a garden outback.

Did Pappy own a car? What kind?

Marian — He owned a Chevy Touring car (19297?)

Raymond — He owned cars in the early 1930’s — don’t know what kind. In the 40’s he bought a used
Chrysler or Dodge. In 1950 he bought a new Ford Falcon.

Mae — Pappy owned several cars.
Annabelle - | know he owned a car but don't know what kind.
Carl/Merle - The first car | remember was a Ford Fairlareg)B

Kermit - Yes. A '41 Chrysler, '50 Plymouth, '56 Plymouth, '62 Ford

Did Mammy ever drive (even illegally)?

Never

Who shopped, prepared the meals and cleaned up dftener?

Marian — Pappy shopped, Mammy and Marian prepared meals and the boys cleaned umeaftei/di

used to go with Pop to buy canned milk by the case and 10 loaves of bread at the A&P (3rd.& Main)
We'd pull everything home in the express wagon. Pappy did a lot of cooking and baking, da&tadBre

we ate one by one. We took lunches to school that included bread and butter sandwich or summer
bologna, pineapple sandwiches, banana sandwiches...

Raymond — Pappy did most of the shopping. Mammy did most of the cooking. We all had to help clean
up after dinner and do the dishes.



Norman — We didn’t need to shop. Mammy cooked. Took turns cleaning up — all depended on who was in
trouble.

Mae — Pop did most of the shopping except for the home delivery routes. That was Mom. Mogdprepar
most meals. We all had our turns at clean up after meals.

Annabelle - Pop usually shopped, Mammy prepares meals and we kids "cleaned up."
Merle - Wilmer was in charge of dish washing schedule.

Vernon — Pop did the shopping, Mammy made the meals. Grammy and Aunt Carrie peeled potatoes.
Whose ever turn it was cleaned up.

Did everyone have specific chores to do or did geee just pitch in and do what was
needed to be done? Did you get allowance?

Marian — My chores included cooking and ironing. | ironed and starched shirts. Linwoodabtke
moves and had to wear starched shirts. That's how | learned! | also took t&rgairiger kids. No
allowance.

Raymond — Growing up we had scheduled times for doing dish washing after our eveaihg/mall
did pitch in at various chores after being told what to do.

Norman — Our chores were based on punishment. Wash dishes, mow the grass, clean. hzallowa

Mae — My chores were doing dishes, cleaning, washing floors, ironing and whaseveeeded doing.
All the girls got their turns at these chores. Everyone pitched in and did what needelbte basically.
An allowance? We didn’t know what that meant!

Annabelle - As | recall, Marian and Alma did the ironing. | remember scrubbétioor, washing dishes
and setting the table. There were never any real set rules. You just did whdethenek told you to.
they were good at that.

Merle - | had to do all the work. There was NO ONE LEFT in the household but KermitoaraddD
Well you know how boys are when it comes to housework!

Kermit - By the time "we" (it was always Donnie and me) got to high sdibtiie others were already
married. So it was up to Merle, Donnie and me to clean the house (including washiagré)edo the
dishes and whatever else needed to be done. | even remember learning to iroontbesie (¢Istill do
some ironing today!)

What year did you get indoor plumbing? Where youl st home to enjoy it?

Marian — Don’t remember when. It was after | was married.

Raymond — Hand pump in the kitchen was replaced with a cold water spigot approx. 1936. A jack stove
and shower were built in the basement by Norman, Vernon, and Raymond around 1945. Pipeless coal
stove was replaced by Oil Heater approx. 1954. Indoor Bathroom was instateahldafter | left home

— don’t know when.)

Norman — Yes, including the shower in the basement (1945)



Annabelle - No, Curtis and Fred installed the bathroom after we were matread (#©53).

Merle - 1953 when | got married. Before that it was just PTA baths.

Kermit - | don't recall the exact year but it was in the late fiftibénk. | helped Earl Fegley pipe the
base board heat in 1958 or '59. Yes, | was home to enjoy the indoor plumbing. | was the dalstamee t
home when | went into the army in January of 1960.

Vernon — Yes, we got a spigot in the kitchen.

Buster - 1959 when Emmaus went to public sewer

Where did you all sleep in that house?

Marian — | slept on the&loor with my Grandmother (Mammy’s mom). The boys had 2 beds in the front
room (3 in a bed). The girls slept in the attic.

Raymond — | slept in the front room (two beds in the room). Norman, Vernon and Raymond in one bed
and Annabelle, Mae, and Merle in the other bed.

Norman — Mom and Pop slept in the back room. Kermit and Donald slept in a crib in Mom and Pop’s
room. Vernie, Raymie, Normie, Merle, Annabelle and Mae in the front room. Melvin dnteWlept in
the attic. Grammy Fegely and Alma slept in the middle room.

Mae — As long as | can remember | slept in the front bedroom, first with 3 bays\{Brn & Norm) in 1
double bed and 3 girls (Merle, Mae & Belle) in 1 double bed. Later the boys moved ticthe apace
allowed. But we 3 girls shared the room until each got married (me first)i®y and Aunt Carrie also
lived with the family at times.

Annabelle - Our sleeping arrangements were - Mom & Pop in the back bedroom witmghetan iron

crib and a bed on the floor at the bottom of Mom & Pop's bed for Merle. The middle bedroom, Grammy
and Marian, the front bedroom, Wilmer, Norman, Vernon and Ray slept crosswise in a ddubade

Alma and | slept in a day bed. We were all little then. Linwood and Melvin slept atttbel know Aunt
Carrie lived with us at one time, but | don’t know where she slept.

Merle - I sleptin Mom & Pop's room until the twins were born. | remember sigepth Grammy and
Aunt Carrie. (Don't know where Merle slept after leaving Mom & Pop's roorasingever allowed
upstairs!)

Kermit - | am not certain, but I think Linnie, Mellie, Wilmer, Normie, Verand Raymie all slept in the
attic together. Marian slept with Grammy in the middle room. Alma, Annabelle akd Merle slept in
the front room. Donnie and | slept in the crib in Mom and Pop's room until we were in secondfgrade
school. After Grammy died and Melvin, Wilmer and Norman went into the service dmgaments
changed quite a bit. | also remember in the 40's and 50's Aunt Carrie would be witsurarhers
sometimes.

Vernon — Raymie, Wilmer and | slept in the front room. Annabelle, Mae and Almarstéetre with us,
too.
Buster - Linwood and several of the older boys slept in the attic.



Did any other relatives ever live with your familyfso, who and for what reason?

Marian — Mammy’s Mom and Aunt Carrie moved in when my Uncle Henry died. (Side Aatdé Carrie
was a maid for a brief time for the Wentz's (Fred's parents.)

Raymond — Grandma Fegely lived with us for a period of time until her death. Aure [Gad with us
for visits at sometimes. Her permanent home was at the Buck Co Home until tloé tieneleath.

Norman — Grammy Fegely and Aunt Carrie

Buster - | believe that Mammy’s sister Aunt Carrie lived with Mammy Bappy after the all the children
had left.

How did Mammy cook for all of you in that little kchen and did you all sit down at the
same time to eat?

Marian — We ate mostly stuff in a big pot. If everyone was home we ate ahihg iiom table. On
Sunday we always had a big dinner. Even my Dad’s boss (miller) would eat with tesswHsealways
room for one more!

Raymond — We had a Kalamazoo Coal Stove in the kitchen and a 3 burner kerosene stove ingthe dini
room. It was a challenging experience. We did sit down to eat all at one timpeaal ®ccasions. Most

of the time their were 3 or 4 missing at a meal.

Norman — She had large pots to cook in. The only time we sat down together was winters angl Sunday

Mae — She cooked same as we do today and made many, many one pot meals. On sgensl sitea
made really nice big meals.

Annabelle - Mom usually cooked one pot meals except on Sunday. Then we would have whlat we cal
today, a full course meal. Yes, we did all sit down to eat at one time, at leasesrigwears. We would
set the plates on the table like a deck of cards...Mom, Pop, Linwood, Melvin, etc.

Merle - We always had good meals and we always sat down together to eat.

How did you all travel to one place at the sameeiPnBus? Trolley?

Marian —We had a touring car - no windows. Pappy would drive, Mammy up front holding sooneone
her lap and someone between them. The rest of us were in the back with our Edjaisgigenches
between them for the small ones to sit on. Sometimes 4 or 5 people in the front and 4, 5, 6, or 7 in the
back. We would take the touring car to Grammy Fegely in Spinnerstown. We'd go onyaaRddsay

till Sunday. Pop would take the food along for the stay. Some would sleep on the floor, some in beds

Raymond — We very seldom traveled as a family, except going to church. We wenPenkibbenen Bus
which was provided by the Mennonite Church. We used the Lehigh Valley Transit buses to go to
Allentown, to go shopping or to go to the movies. We also rode the trolley to get to Mariasreerts A
apartment from 8& Hamilton to Carlisle St.

Mae — | don’t believe we ever traveled to one place all at the same time. Baedia car, bus and
trolley.



Annabelle - The only place | remember going all together to was whehuheh ran a Perkiomen Bus
for us to get to church. A few others rode it, too, but I think we filled most of it. We’'d trg\umus and
trolley and walk.

Vernon — In a Maxwell Car with plastic, about the size of a van only longer. Papuyaiyemade it
into a tractor to work in the garden. We would drive into our Grammy’s lane and sing “Olth&usa
her because that was her name. When we were at her house we played with a mitk @ansnon it.

Norman — More bus then trolley.

How long did it take for the new wives marrying mthe family to remember the
brother's names and be able to tell them apart?

Marian — It didn’t take long — a lot went to school together or lived in the neighborhood.

Raymond — | can only speak for myself since | married a girl from our neighborhood whanast\wf
the family before we were married.

Mae — New mates coming into the family became familiar quite eagigcesdly for the first few until the
family started growing by leaps and bounds. Then it became more difficult.

Annabelle - | never noticed the in-laws had trouble telling us apart...we werggik!

Did you ever have any other Christmas Tree than #iwer one?

Marian — Always had a real tree until the silver one.

Raymond — Yes, we always had a live green Christmas tree. The silver ttdeaweisome about after |
left home.

Norman — Yes, real ones. Don’t remember when they got the silver one.
Mae — Yes! We always had a real tree. Pop and the boys went to the woods to get tHaihaeiTese
was for convenience and short lived and was after most of the family was gone.

Kermit - If | recall correctly, the silver tree came on the Chrastiscene in the late 50's or early 60's.
Prior to that time we always had a real, genuine, green, live tree! Thenmmstrable one was in the
early 40's (1941 or 1942.) The reason | remember it so vividly is because Donnieraost Idastroyed
it!!

Pappy was working at PP&L (Pennsylvania Power & Light Company) at thesatma the PP&L held a
Christmas party for employees, at this particular party we eaelveelca toy truck just large enough that
one of us could sit on it. We sure had fun with them until one night we were playing with them and
decided to take a ride on it. So Donnie sat on it and | gave him a hard push. He sped acrass the roo
from his starting point at the floor register and crashed into the tree! Irdoalt the events that
immediately followed the crash or what the consequences were, but | haveongeten this incident.

Annabelle - Yes, we had a fresh green tree every year as long aghwanber. It was set in a bucket of
coal in the living room.

Merle - Oh, yes! We had a real Christmas Tree.



What did you do on Christmas Eve before the Negt@ristmas Eve party was
established?

Raymond — We decorated our tree before Christmas Eve. On Christmas Eve weevtuldgeg early
and were awoken by Marian & Asher and Linwood and Larue about 2 o’clock in the morningd\le h
great time and a few gifts and light lunch then went back to bed. We arose earbxtimorning and
walked to Emmaus Fire Co. on 8treet and get a box of candy and an orange.

Norman — We met at Mammy and Pappy’s to give the little ones gifts then to Athrslzert’s.

Mae — We had a family party at home. After the older ones got mates andintastilecontinued at
home. By this time it became a ritual to walk to &0Chestnut Sts. to meet Pop at the bus after his night
shift at PP&L.

Annabelle - All | remember is we always had a Christmas tree and would sperakta family at home
and church.
Merle - We looked forward to church, candy and oranges, and one gift under the tree.

Kermit - The family all gathered at Mammy and Pappy's house on Christmias letame to crowded.
Then we gathered at Alma & Albert's home on Walnut Street (in BethlehaM¥gn that became too
small we moved to the Macungie Grange Hall. | would say that was the lmggofrihe Christmas Eve

party.
Vernon — Go to Pappy at the PP&L Building in Allentown.

Buster - |1 don’t know but | do remember in the early fifties going to Alma and#aghmn fifth street in
Emmaus I think and then close to another place close to Mae and Fred’s place

What do you think the neighbors thought of such aldamily?

Raymond — | cannot answer that question. However, we never had any troubles withdhibayaever
showed any dislike with our large family. One exception, Ray Featherr{fadh®gext door neighbor,
challenged Pappy to a fist fight (don’t remember why.) Fortunatelyishigght never materialized, but
they did not talk to each other for a very long time.

Norman — Heard no comments. (Many families were big?!)

; s X R .- [y o . Mae - Glad it wasn’'t them! Sympathetic. Too bad TV came
B I e R TR along so late in time! (That was the adults.) The kids loved
. it. They could always find someone to play or pal around

. with. In fact, some admitted to being envious of us.

. Annabelle - | guess | never thought about what the
neighbors thought. | don't remember anyone saying
anything. The only thing | thought of was that we shared our
outhouses with Shimers on a separate side with a pit below.
They were 3 to our 15 or 16. | assume they had to pay half
to empty it.



Merle - They were envious because they didn't have as much sex as Mom & Pop.

Vernon — Mae Weida, who lives at Phoebe Terrace and grew up in our neighborhood told us that she usec
to ask her parents why the Nesters had so many kids and they only had two? Not sheerhother

answered!

The Feathers would watch us fight with each other but they never stopped the fightsft .jisstight it
out.

Can you tell us something about your relatives dwtMoyer/Fegely side and the
Hoffman/Nester side — include cousins, aunts, urglgrandparents, etc.

Marian — Mammy’s parents were Susanna (Moyer) and /Fiett Fegely. Bagygnts were Annie
(Hoffman) and Harvey Nester. Pappy’s siblings were Mattie, Mamie, Jolry, &fad Stella. Pappy’s
mother died when he was 4. Pappy went to live with the Schuberts and they raised hiny.Ndatee
remarried and had one other son (half brother or may have beafe2 son from previous husband?)
Harvey saw his kids maybe once a year. He worked at the Emmaus Foundry. AurSénbert, my
father’s foster sister, wasn't married. She always brought candy fmti@as. Aunt Irene. We kept in

touch with the
Schuberts.
Fiett Fegely
farmed for a
living. | was
with
Grandfather
Fegely when
he died. He
stayed on our
couch a long
time before

he died.

Aunt Carrie was Mammy’s sister, Uncle Henry her brother.
Uncle Henry used to walk to our house from Shimerville.
Aunt Carrie moved in with us after he died. She started

doing housework for people then moved out of our hous
into the house she cleaned. She went to Doylestown to

old folk’'s home. She died there.




Raymond — Pappy’s foster parents were the Schuberts, (don’t know the parentanfies) on the farm
on the road from Zionsville and Powder Valley. Two sisters — Stella, wife of $dmarSand Irene, who
lived in Philadelphia. The family kept in touch with them until their deaths.

Norman — We would walk to Fegely's in Shimerville. Then they moved to Springtown. Marsistgis
went to a home in Doylestown. Mammy’s mother moved in with us. | was 16 when she died. &randm
Fegely only had 3 kids — Henry, Carrie, Mabel. Henry and Carrie never married.

Annabelle - | remember Aunt Annie Schubert, Pop's foster sister. Mae jp@d an overnight with her
and in the morning she served shredded wheat with hot water. Of course it was not whes weed to
so when she went out of the room we flushed it down the hopper. (Yes, she had indoor plumbing!) |
remember Grammy Fegely. She lived with us and she always sat on the long leinghpotatoes and
her nose would drip. She would take her hanky and wipe it. | was named after AuatADaanda and in
my early years she gave me a beautiful white tea set. She told me ngtuatipla until | was older. Of
course | didn't listen and to my regret all the pieces got broken or lost.

Kermit - On the Moyer/Fegley side | only knew Aunt Carrie, who would live with usgitihe summer
up until the early 1950's. All the others were gone before | came along. On theahlidester side |
remember one of his cousins (Pappy's) visiting Pappy (Elmer) when lilvgaigt young. | think his
name was Meta Hoffman. As for the Nesters | remember Uncle John, Uncfe Aart Stella and Aunt
Mamie. | didn't know any of my grandparents. As for cousins, | only really knewMamie's
children. | got to meet them for the first time at a funeral in Coopersbingréwhey lived) for their son,
Jason, who was killed while riding his bike near his home. The cousins were Harvey, &r&Ro0
Kenneth, who is about my age by the way, Ant Mamie's husband was Warren Knipe. Wit thvis it
jogged my memory. | do remember Aunt Stella's son, John, who lived in Siesolt&dtel remember
Uncle Harry's children. We visited them at their home in "Hols-hocka Staatd\@hoppers' Town)
outside of Boyertown just off Rte. 562. Their three children were Robert, Dorothy amd BRutle
Harry owned a "City-Service" gas station on Rte. 73 in Boyertown and we hiadl vie#m there, too.

Alma - Mammy's (Mabel) parents were: Fiett Fegely, born 1853, and Susanng btoyel862. Fiett's
parents: George Fegely and Maria Anna Schmick. Susanna's parents: HgaryHé&inrich Meyer)

and Hannah Keiper. Mabel (Mammy) had 3 older siblings: Emma S. (born and died in 1886); Henry
George - born in 1887, died in 1934; Carrie Amanda - born in 1891, died in 1956. Henry and Carrie
never married.




Pappy's (EImer) parents were: Harvey Nester, born 1869 and Annie Hoffman, born 1868/'sHar
parents were Jonas Frank Nester and Cassie (Catharine Ann) Nuss. Anmé&ssyeneJohn R.
Hoffman and Elizabeth Weller.

Some of the family names in Pappy's ancestry are: Will, Nuss, Hoffman r\Wdhb, Huff, Rohrbach,
Busch, Schmidt, Weidner, Keim, Roeder, Kunius, Weiss, Grosscup, Delong, Liedest,Bec
Schuhmacher, Gaucker.

Some of the family names in Mammy's ancestry are: Keiper, Moyer/MRgsenberger, Diehl, Geist,
Schmick, Gaumer, Drescher, Meitzler, Mattern, Dornmeyer, Schleiffers RBagk, Spiegel, Meinert,
Volick, Plowhead, Jager - spelled with " over the letter A (Yeager) yitteberle, Funk and Kundig
spelled with " over the letter U (Kindig)

Do you know about or have you ever heard any ste@out family experiences in
WWII, WWI, Korean War, Spanish-American War, Ciwar or the Great Depression}

Marian — | lived through the depression but was not really aware of it.

Raymond —

World War II:

Linwood enlisted in Army Air Force with hope of entering flight school. He
was not accepted into flight school and later became a radio operator on
Johnson Island.

Melvin enlisted in Marine Corp immediately after Pearl Harbor Attack. Wa
discharged for medical reason after one month.

Wilmer was drafted in 1944. Took his training at a camp in North Carolina. .
Was shipped overseas. He landed in France several weeks after D-Day an
served in an Anti-Aircraft Battalion. Returned home in 1944,

Norman was drafted out of High School in 1945 to his basic training at Fort
Gordon, Georgia. Went overseas and served in Northern Italy for one year.

'I,II

Korean War:

Vernon was drafted in 1950. Took his training in Virginia (Ft. Lee | think)
Shipped out to Korea as an Infantry Man. Was wounded twice in combat.
Once with shrapnel in his face. Later received major injuries when hit by a
hand grenade. Spent time in hospital in Japan before returning home.

Raymond was drafted in 1951 and took Basic Training at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia. Shipped out to Korea in April of 1952. Landed in Korea on May
14, 1952 (the day our son, Richard, was born.) Served one year in a Construction
Battalion, building airstrips. Discharged in 1953 from Ft. Indiantown Gap.




Kermit served most of his time at Fort Hamilton in N.Y.C. as a
Chaplain’s Assistant.

In Laws:

Asher served in the Navy during World War Il. He was called back
into the Navy during the Korean War and served on ship in the So
Pacific. His ship took part in the Atomic Bomb testing in the Bikini
Atoll Islands.

Albert served in the Army during World War Il in the European
Campaigns.

-

Curtis spent most of his Marine enlistment in Paris Island, S.C.

Fred spent most of his Navy experience in Maryland.

Carl served several years in the Naval Reserve. ~

4 | don’t have any knowledge of my family relatives participating in .
World War |, Spanish-American War or civil War. The Great g
oy = Depression was a bit before my time. | do remember things were pretty 2
tough through those years, however, we were very fortunate that Pappy ]

had a job with the PP&L through the Great Depression.

Norman — | was born in 1927 so | don’t remember too much about the Depression. | know

Melvin was in the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corp) for 3 years. Pappy didn’t Iegelhduring the
depression. He was helping to build the PP&L building. During World War Il Melvin wémthe
National Guard in May of his senior year (1945 — he wasn’t there for graduatespdtt a little over a
year in Italy as a company clerk — on border patrol between Italy and dugodVilmer was in
Germany, Linwood in Hawaii, Melvin, in Marines for a short time — dischargedrfegdical condition.
Vernie was wounded in Koran War.

Melvin story from Sharon/Derek Bleiler — (Derek interviewed him for gegtmn the Depression) —
During that time Melvin and some of the other older ones [| remember Marian& sant money to buy
Christmas presents for the younger ones.

Mae — World War Il involved Linwood, Wilmer, Norman and Asher. Melvin was detliie due to a
heart murmur and discharged from the Marines. 1 recall all the censoresl fietterthe boys from
overseas. The Korean War involved Asher, Curtis, Raymond, Vernon, Carl in reservesraitdnibe
Cuban Missile Crisis. Curt and Asher were both in WWII and Korean War. Fredllaed Were in
WWII, but before they came into the family. | recall during WWII we hadnatig on gas, sugar and
many other things. We saved lard and much more for the war effort.

Annabelle - | was too young to understand, except that Linwood, Melvin, Wilmer andcaheerved.
During the Korean War | was engaged to Curtis, and Vernon and Raymond were in Kores<
never shipped abroad. He taught riflemen in St. Thomas. He was very disappointechévar lgot to go
abroad but | wasn't! As far as the Great Depression, | guess we werty ptrveken, but | never felt it
because everyone else was too.



Kermit - | remember Wilmer sending 2 German helmets and 8 bayonets homenailth&/e (Donnie
and I) loaned the helmets to the neighbor kids to have a BB gun battle back in the woodsthEng br
used the bayonets for deer hunting.

Did you ever hear stories about the first Moyer/NegFegely/Hoffman ancestor to
arrive in America from Europe?

Kermit - | remember Pappy saying a long time ago that the first Nesieed from Switzerland in the
late 1700's. | know nothing about any of the others.

What can you tell us about Mammy and Pappy’s chitatid?

Marian — Mammy went to school untit §rade. Married at 18 or 19. Aunt Carrie was Mammy’s sister
and Henry was her brother. Neither ever married. Pappy grew up on a farm ns&tdsdde was raised
by a nice foster family.

Raymond — Not much! Pappy grew up on the Shubert farm on the road from Zionsville to Palleler V
He lived with the family as a foster child. To my knowledge, he earned his keefplmgheith the farm
work. Mammy lived at home with her mom & dad in Spinnerstown. | do not know anything of her
childhood experiences.

Mae — Mammy and Pappy’s childhoods are not too easy to report on except they livedsoor fdian’t
have neighbors like we do. They attended one room schoolhouses.

Carl - They got married very young.

Kermit - See the "Schubert section” about his childhood as | know. As for Mamaie(M don't know
anything about her childhood.

Buster - Pappy lost his mother at a young age. His father (our greatagremphad him live with another
family on a farm. | don’t believe that Pappy was more than 10 or 12 when that happened.

Did Pappy and Mammy grow up speaking both PennsgigaDutch and English?

Marian — yes

Raymond — To my knowledge, yes. They spoke a lot of PA. Dutch when we were not supposed to know
what they were talking about.

Mae — As far as | know, both spoke both Dutch and English while growing up.

Annabelle - Yes, Mammy and Pappy talked English and PA Dutch. they tried to talkteAtd us but |
know | was too stubborn to learn. Now | wish | had!

Kermit - | can't say for sure. But as | remember they almostyalgoke to each other in Dutch (quite
fluently.) So, that leads me to believe they probably spoke English in school and Dutcleat hom

Merle - Yes. They only spoke PA Dutch to friends.



Alma - very probably - they were both from PA Dutch (Deutsch) familiesottiginated in Germany.

How did Mammy and Pappy meet?

Marian — Don’t know.
Raymond — | do not know.

Mae — As | recall hearing, Mom and Pop lived on neighboring farms and got to know eacmdther a
things took their natural course.

Kermit - All I know is they didn't live far apart.

Who were Pappy’s foster parents and brothers argtesis and did you all keep in touch
with them?

Norman — Foster parents were the Schuberts. Didn’t have much to do with them. Paypgisabi
brother, Uncle John, was more involved with the kids. He married but didn’t have any childiden that
know of. He was wealthy — he bought us candy and shoes. Pappy had another brother, HzaryieHe
and had kids. We saw him once or twice a year. He also had a sister, Aunt Mattie.

Mae — Pappy'’s foster family was the Schuberts. Foster sisters were &thBtella (Seibert). We kept in
touch mostly with Annie. | remember times we (Annabelle and 1) spent weeksthdser. On one
occasion she offered a choice of cereal. We picked Shredded Wheat. She setwedatisaith hot
water. We didn't like it at all that way. When she went upstairs to finish dressiffigshed it down the
toilet in the back porch. Another incident was in church. There was so much standing dind kwbéeh
we were not used to) and being 9 or 10 years old give or take, we found ourselves struck with
uncontrollable laughter (snorting included) much to our embarrassment to this elaylyVWwere young
and dumb, weren’t we?

Annabelle - | didn't know Pappy's foster parents but | remember Stella Sietvéthaie Schubert. She
always brought us hard candy at Christmas.

Kermit - As | said in a previous answer (‘night-bucket’' photo) Pappy vseiray the William Shurbert
family. 1think he only had two foster sisters: Annie and Stella. | do remendstmg both of them,
Annie once or twice, but Stella quite often. Stella and her husband, Sam Seibert liMedtowkl PA
and each year they had an oyster stand at the Allentown Fair. Mammy would tade= et we would
watch the horse races from their stand since it was right next to the fanligrénack at the top of the
home stretch. They had a daughter but | don't remember her name.

Alma - After Pappy's mother died he and his younger sister, were "adoptédlliam E. and Alice S.
Schubert and were raised with their three (older) daughters; Irene 1884, AnnierltBBS8iedla 1893.
Annie and Irene, and possibly also Estella used to attend the Nester pi¢Rice diree Park" (Emmaus
Community Park) which were held on Memorial Day for many years in the 18%$960's. Pappy's
older brother, John, also attended some of these picnics.

Vernon — Pappy had a brother who lived in Halls Hacka Schtat (town)



Do you remember the picture in your house upstanear the night bucket with Pappy
as a kid with some pigs? What can you tell us abthat?

Marian — Don’t remember the picture.

Raymond — That information is incorrect. The picture was taken at Schubert'w/femPappy was
approx. 12 years old. The animals on the picture were not pigs. They were calves. $wandi¢hat
since | now have the picture hanging in one of our bedrooms.

Mae — Yes, | recall the picture of Pappy with the calves (not pigs) and don’taeaesbuwith the night-
bucket. But | do recall thinking it was really neat to see our Dad as a young boyw#arie picture of
him on a pony.

Kermit - Pappy was raised as a foster child by the Schubert family wadtbdn the road that goes from
Route 100 & Rte. 29 into Powder Valley, PA. The farm was located just over the hill filéordNPark
and just past the E.U.B Church and on the left side of the road. Taking care of the pigs wag pnababl
of his chores.

How did you meet your spouse and how did you pra@poshow where you proposed to?

Marian — | met Asher in High School in §rade. He was a year older. He lived in Alton Park near the
fish hatchery. Our first date was a Halloween party at the barn atrthePgarl Miklensic liked him first.
We shopped together for my ring!

Raymond — | knew Ethel for many years as one of the neighborhood girls. Got@u@ndser while
hanging around Lloyd Hallman’s store, going to the outside movies at Pinearkearid after she asked
me to escort her to her senior prom. We were engaged after the Christn&er#ees at the Mennonite
Church in 1950. | gave her an engagement ring and | assumed that was a propasag@é.m

Norman — Stella and | met at the Dutch Kitchen diner in Emmaus. | went to pikktelt her house
and she fell. She took her gloves off and | put the ring on her finger!

Mae — | met Fred while working as a waitress at Weida’s Luncheanettee triangle next to what was
the 5 & 10 in Emmaus. He used to come in with Barney Knoll, his brother-in-law, foe cd@&fore |
knew it he was leaving me 50 cent tips to get my attention. We had our first date on Noverhibdp17,
We became engaged September 1950...after a small tiff on the phone (don’t know whateabauotg

by and asked me to go for a ride with him (come as you are). | had on shorts andaledtd steering
wheel cover. We just rode over to the park and there he proposed to me with the ring. How!tfomant
And how could | say anything but yes. | was engaged all through my senion y¢éighiSchool. We
were married June 16, 1951, a week after graduation.

Annabelle - | got to know Curt at the Macungie Park where we hung out. Then one nigin afgirls

went to the Emmaus movies. He asked to drive us home. He took me home last and asked rtee for a da
A year later (Oct. 1950) he proposed to me at Norman and Stella's house. | imgsvgthyStella while
Norman was in the service.

Merle - Carl and | met when our families got together, Floss and Vernie inesdyamarried. We started
dating when Vernie was in the Korean War. Floss asked Carl to take me homeesaftere at the
Macungie Park. It was getting late and she wanted to write a leté@rnie so Floss suggested checking
to see if Carl was home yet and if he was would | mind if he took me home. After treiariee dating
periodically.



Kermit - | met Jeannie at Camp Men-O-Lan on Labor Day Weekend of 1959. hev@amp Director

and she was working in the kitchen. Sunday afternoon we (every one) went on a hike arougd the "bi
block surrounding the camp and that started it. | proposed one night while we weresittiegcouch
after her parents went to bed. Our engagement was official on her 18th birthday msowé 1959.

Vernon — Sis Hersch, Donald Engleman and | asked Floss if she saw Florezedl .F&ire said no. We
then invited her to Hereford PA for ice cream...she said yes! Floss'biftistlay we were together |
gave her a camera. Another birthday | gave her a heart necklace.

What was the biggest challenge growing up with saynsiblings?

Marian — Cleaning up after them.

Raymond — | did not know of any challenges!

Norman — Who was going to wash dishes.

Mae — Biggest challenge? Surviving!! Living up to the expectations of theyfahimére was no getting
away with anything with so many overseeing you plus their friends. | woutdd@ my life with my
family for anything in the world. There are so many blessings to count and reeneosustain me the
rest of my life. AMEN.

Annabelle - Just growing up to be an individual.

Carl/Merle - Merle always talked nothing but good times, always it Wallemiging. She went to her
grave with teeth marks on her belly from Annabelle biting her. She lost thaingllle

Kermit - Here again, being at the tail end, many were gone already, savdrerét too many challenges.

Did you hunt with Pappy? Can you share any huntisgpries? Did Mammy cook the
game?

Marian — No | didn’t hunt with Pappy and have no stories. Mammy
cooked it and we thought it was good.

Raymond — Yes, many times. Used to hunt very close to home - In
the swamp, directly behind our house, the field directly across from
our house (now built up with homes) and the corn fields in the area
now occupied by the Catholic Cemetery. We did most of our deer
hunting In Carbon County (Weatherly). In 1947 | shot the first
Buck (an eight pointer, which [ still have the mounted head at my
house.) | well remember Pappy was as proud of that event as | was.
One of the saddest hunting incidents was when after his heart
attack, we were hunting in Pen Argyl and Pappy shot a buck.
Before we got together to help him drag the deer out, a group of
other hunters stole the deer from Pappy. Yes, Mammy did cook the game we shot.

Norman — Yes, a lot. Deer hunting — we went up to Weatherly and stayed in an old woman’s boarding
house for 3 or 4 years. One year, Ray got a really big deer the one that hung in Eieanifappy’s

dining room). It was so big (I think over 180 Ibs) that it took 4 of them (Ray, Vernie, DadgYyiion

haul it out of the woods. We went small game hunting around Emmaus, Dillingersville, areh&lte.



Did Mammy cook the game? Yes. Dad didn’t have any particular type he liked battethbes...no, he
ate it all! (Rabbit, pheasant, deer, possum, groundhog.)

Mae — Hunt with Pappy? No, but the boys all did! Yes, Mammy cooked it all — rabbits, piseasa
squirrels, deer, groundhog, not sure but if it was edible, she prepared it!

Annabelle - No, but | ate a lot of the game.

Carl - Merle never hunted with Pappy. | did some small game hunting with Pop and dethe Shelly
Farm.

Kermit - We (take notice, it's always "we") were so eager for the W could go along hunting with the
family guys that we would make guns out of sticks and go out in the fields and pretendewainteng.

Vernon — We hunted at Moyer’s farm down by the East Greenville flower place. desnlylcooked the
meat.

Buster - Absolutely, Mammy cooked all kinds of game and fish. Never went huntingapitly But he
took Jimmy and me fishing often.

Where did Mammy and Pappy live before the houseStiimerville Road?

Marian — They lived on Trexler Farm and before that in Vera Cruz at therrati€rarm.

Raymond — My earliest recollections are Fetterman’s Farm on the VeraoC3timierville Road. Trexler
Farm on Cedar Crest Road where Colonial Crest Apts now stand.

Norman — Corner of Cedar Crest and North St in Emmaus. And near the Vera Ca.Fire

Mae — At the Trexler Farm where Cedar Crest apartments are now.

Annabelle - The ones | was told by Marian were the farm where Colonistl &yartments are now and
Fetterman's Farm on the road leading from Vera Cruz to Shimerville.

Merle - The Trexler Farm (torn down to build Colonial Crest apartments). The Wagsacross the street
from the Emmaus High school football stadium.

Kermit - They lived on the Trexler Farm which was located on Dorneyville Road éx0edar Crest
Blvd. in Emmaus PA and "Lovers Lane" (now Harrison St.) There are now aparthemets

Alma - Mabel and Elmer Nester lived in the farmhouse on the Trexler Farm whicloeeded where
Colonial Crest apartments now stand.

Pappy helped build the PP&L building in Allentowride jokingly called it the Paint
Powder and Lipstick Company! Who was he working fatrthe time and what was his
line of work? What other jobs did Pappy have thrdwaut his life?

Marian — Pappy worked at PP&L when it was being built as a laborer. Then he@thada Janitor. He
took care of all the Christmas lights on the PPL building. Some of us would go with hinckatlcbe
lights. He would get rides to work with a neighbor. He also took the bus at 10th and ChestmuheéWhe
worked on Saturdays the kids would walk to meet him at the bus. Pappy and Linwood alsodnedtted J



the farmer, pick potatoes. They could pick up whatever potatoes they could aftenddmoaght them
home for the bin in the basement.
Pappy worked at the Emmaus Foundry before PPL. Don’t know what he did there.

Raymond — As far as | know, he worked for the construction company (I don’t know the name.) H
worked as a laborer, with mostly colored men. That is why he got the name daé&{¥\khile on the job.
Worked their until 1941. Went to work at Bethlehem Steel in 1941 and remained their until loecgds f
to retire after having a heart attack.

Norman — Pappy was a laborer for a contractor. He got his nickname “Whiteyisedoawas the only
white person on the job. He then got a job as a custodian at PP&L. Later went thd&atBkeel right
after the war started (1940) working at the blast furnaces.

Mae — He was employed by the builders of PP&L. He was a laborer andi¢aikexd as a janitor for
PP&L after the building was completed. He worked the blast furnace atetble 3¢ also worked at the
Emmaus Foundry (this | don’t really recall.) He did farm work for differembéat and was well supplied
with fruits, vegetables, and meats either as pay or extra benefits

Annabelle - | am of the understanding hew was a janitor and he raised and took the flagpdotie f
top of the building. He also worked for Donaldson Iron foundry in Emmaus, PPL & Bethigtieein

Merle - He was a laborer then got a full time job with PP&L. He also worked dBctingbert farm and
Trexler Farm.

Kermit - I'm not sure. | hope some of the older ones can answer this. | know he did somg lbeefore
PP&L. He retired from the Steel.

Vernon — Pappy was a janitor. His boss was Ratly Miller. Mr. Miller came out tocuse to watch all of
us eat. Pappy had a brick at Bethlehem Steel with his hand print in it. Each kid put mneyy the
brick. He worked at the steel from 1947 until he lost his mind. He’d come home late at nightend ba
many pies. He'd place them on a swinging shelf in the basement so the rats igrtltmem.

Buster - | know that he did farm work and his last job was as a custodian at Betetebeém

Tell about a time Mammy got mad.

Marian - Mammy YELLED. She really yelled when she got mad.

Raymond — When the wringer in the washing machine would get overloaded and jam up — this was the
only time | heard Mammy curse.

Norman — Can't recall her ever getting mad.
Mae — Lots of times, but she never cursed, just blew her top.

Annabelle - When Mammy got upset (not mad) she would yell at us and chase afteraibroam. She
never really hit me that | remember.

Carl/Merle - Not applicable. She was very mild mannered.

Kermit - | don't know that | ever saw her "mad."



Did you or any of the other kids ever get spanked?

Marian — A little bit.

Raymond — Never! (To my memory!)

Norman — Yes, only from Pappy. He would spank us for telling lies, sassing back, smoking.
Merle - No. Was only bossed around, especially by our big sister that lived nex{Qtwoy Marian!)
Kermit - | remember getting spanked with Pappy's belt a few times.

Buster - Don’t know for sure, but if | were a betting Man, I'd say, YES.

How did Mammy and Pappy punish you?

Raymond — | don’t have any memories of being punished other than verbal scoldings.
Norman — Dish washing or spanking with a belt.

Melvin story remembered by Sandy — Melvin was smoking behind the wood shed in the wartegwe
his new coat. He heard Pappy coming and hid the cigarette up the sleeve of higppyasalRehim and
just kept talking to him never mentioning anything about the smoke billowing out of his.diéelvin

said his punishment was wearing a winter coat with a burn hole in it.

Mae — | remember getting spanked one time for eating green apples th&amoalkeing and we were told
not to eat them. Spankings weren’t given all that often but if necessary they dehhAfipr my accident
and hospitalization, | was in‘grade, | was dubbed “the delicate one.” All the others felt | didn’t get my
share anymore and accused me of “using” the circumstance to save my hate $0 not true!) There
really wasn’t much punishing per se’. We were put in our place verbally and of courddeansiblings
helped set us straight.

Annabelle - | don't ever remember anyone being spanked. Yelled at, Yeallyldon't remember Mom
or Pop punishing any of us. Mom had a way of talking to you and making you feel bad aboutwhat yo
had done or not done.

Carl - Don't remember Merle telling any stories of punishment.
Vernon — They didn’t punish us. | don’t remember ever getting a spanking.

Did all of you ever take a family vacation togetirer

Marian — Only to go to our grandparents for the weekend.

Raymond — No, never.

Mae — Family vacation??? In the back yard.

Annabelle - No, we were always together at home. We didn't know what a vacation was
Merle - No. Never had all at home at the same time.

Kermit - No.



The story goes that the family was overcome by gz during the night. Pappy came
home from working the night shift and found everyerunresponsive. Can you elaborate
on this story?

Marian — He opened everything up and everyone was alright. Don’t really tenem
Raymond — | can only remember the incident, but not the details.

Norman — It is true. | just remember we were a sick bunch!

Mae — Coal gas episode is not in my memory bank. | only know of the stories of it.

Annabelle - As | recall when Pappy came home from work he found Vernon in the staggansive.
He opened all the windows and we all survived.

Carl - Just remember Pappy saying he came home from Bethlehemn8témlrad the condition. Don't
know much more.

Vernon — Pappy found me unresponsive. He told me to get up to pee but | couldn’t. The boys in the attic
didn’t get sick — they went to school.

What kind of Christmas presents did you get? Did iiany cook a big Christmas meal?

Marian — She did make a big Christmas meal. We didn’t get gifts when veeya@ng. We did get one
box of candy and an orange from Santa Claus (Fire Co?) and candy and an orargjaifch. Aunt
Annie and Aunt Stella would bring candy. When | was older, Pop told me to go get clotties 3dvoys
(Norman, Vernon and Raymond). He gave me money and | went to the Children's Shop oconHamilt
Street. | had only so much money and still the lady gave me on outfit for each boy amhéyel tmad
never covered it. She felt sorry for us. One year we (Linwood, Marian and Melvin) (stagist for
everyone for Christmas.

Raymond — We mostly received clothing for Christmas. Mammy (with lots of helgpdk a Christmas
dinner.

Norman — Clothes

Mae — We always had a big Christmas Dinner. While very young our gifesawanges and boxes of
candy from church and the Fire Co. in Town Hall which we walked to on Christmas nsorning

Annabelle - We always walked to town hall for an orange and box of candy and wegebtilid same in
church. Annie Schubert would give us a box of hard candy. Later, Marian and Asher, Limaldoalae,
and Melvin and Betty gave me pajamas and | don't remember what else. Bugreatls

Vernon — Candy & orange from church and the Schuberts.

Buster - The grandchildren each got a Silver Dollar. | believe for a Wialgreat grand children also got
a silver dollar.



How did you celebrate your birthday and did you gety gifts?

Marian — No presents and no cake when young.

Raymond — Celebrations were not more than being recognized on our birthday. Theexwnggfis f
given in those days.

Norman — Maybe a cake. Only gifts from Uncle John.

Mae — We celebrated our birthdays with simple acknowledgement from the famigyftdluntil we were
old enough to exchange on our own. Sometime after | was 8 or 10 | recall a neighboreMéegeert,
always made a 6” cake for each of us, which was quite special.

Annabelle - We didn't celebrate or get any gifts that | remembgadiust another day!

Kermit - | didn't have a real birthday party until my 18th birthday. Having ldaxt 2 days after
Christmas was not conducive to receiving a special birthday gift.

Who was the first to get their own car and when gidu get yours?

Marian — Vernon or Linwood or Melvin?? | had a car from Asher when we got married.
Raymond — Melvin got the first car (approx. 1940). | got my first car — a brand nemolte- in 1951.

Norman — Melvin. | got mine in 1949.
Mae — Vernon as | recall. | got mine after | was married.

Annabelle - | believe Marian and Asher or Melvin. | never owned a car of my awhh&d one when we
got married. .

Merle - | had to wait for a car until Carl and | got married (1953 Chewygnt to work to help pay off
his car - $71.00 month. Our apartment monthly rent was $55 (625 Walnut St.).

Kermit - The first one to buy a car while still at home was Vernie. We, Band |, bought our first car
in our Senior year of high school, a 1948 Plymouth.

Vernon — | got a Ford (Blue Bird of Happiness) and then a Plymouth.

Who taught you how to drive and how did you go abtaking a driving test?

Marian — Asher taught me how to drive. He lost his driver's license because heuglaisspeeding so he
had to teach me in 6 weeks time! He probably wouldn't have taught me otherwise! | ttesk tetween
Allentown and Bethlehem.

Raymond — Vernon taught me to drive, using his 1936 “Blue Bird” Ford. | took my test in 1946 at the
State Police test location on Eighth Ave. in Bethlehem. The test included driving ®tate Policeman
along the street, making stops and turns and using proper hand signals. | passedinthe [fitsbk the

test!



Norman — | learned how to drive from friends who let me drive their cars ddfacemy permit. After
my permit, | went to the State Police by the airport for the driver’s-tesitten and driving.

Mae — | was taught to drive by boyfriends, brothers and Fred. Aunt Anna Mae (Fs&zt)steok me for
my tests. The first time | failed because the policeman told me to go on at a stop sign andriatid!
order!) The 2time | passed and on my way home | was so excited or relaxed that | went thredgh 2 r
lights and almost gave Anna Mae a heart attack. The testing took place at thd&whcks on Airport
Rd, Allentown.

Annabelle - Curt started to teach me but he couldn't handle it. George Miklos took over and took m
down Hamilton street the first time out with him. | took my test in Bethlehem aad Chrt's Studabaker
which had the emergency brake on the floor to my right. When | was told to reJebdiln't budge. The
officer that was with me released it for me. He knew Curt, so naturalgsega

Kermit - | learned to drive by taking drivers education in high school. The itmtridr. Richard Shaak,
took me to the State Police Barracks for the test. | passed with flying.color

Vernon — Jim Rohrbach in his 1929 Chevy. We worked together at Vultee Co. (The company made
airplanes for WW2.)

Where you involved in extracurricular activities ihigh school and if so, what activities?

Marian — | was the Drum Majorette in the band.

Raymond — | had the honor of being President of the Monitor Club! | tried out for the bdtketinaas a
freshman but was cut early in the practice program.

Norman — Tattler Staff

Mae — Sewing, Art and Photography.
Annabelle - Monitor Club, Yearbook staff (class editor), Girls Shop.

Merle - Sang on choirs, sewing club. | was always trying to figure wéxchse | was going to use
because | was late getting to school again.

Did Pappy ever barbeque?

Marian — After | was married (1940).

Raymond — No, not that | was aware of.

Norman — No

Mae — Never barbequed that | know of. In those days what was a grill??

Kermit - No, we never had a barbecue while | was still at home. (I was tlonéast leave home) and |
am quite certain they did not get one after | left.

Buster — | believe my dad, Linwood, talked about cooking some meals outside over a fire.



Did Mammy ever work?

Marian — Mammy worked in the fur factory beside the high school (Jefferson) in 1938 or 39wadsen

in High School. We'd look out the windows and see her sewing. She was good at hand sewsegd She u
to alter coats and clothing and altered many hand me downs for us to wear. Shelddoowaveekends
cooking in a restaurant for a short time.

Raymond — To my knowledge, the only jobs she had away from the house was as a waigess at t
Welcome Inn on Route 29 (what was later known as Rumors). Also worked for the Emm&astbuy
(next to the old high school). She also sold Watking Products from the house for a fevéiiearvorked
many years in the home, trying to care for all of us kids!

Norman — yes, when | was about 14 or 15 she worked as a waitress at a restauranttae@s itbe
Trivet and Mill Road) for about a year.

Mae — She worked in a factory next to Emmaus High School (Jefferson) plus a few odd jobs.

Annabelle - She sold light bulbs and Watking's Products door to door. | believe she also warked i
factory.

Merle - She had some small jobs. When do you think she had time with such a big fammlythithivas
work enough. Good Job Mammy!

Kermit - Not outside her home!

Vernon — She sold light bulbs door to door and worked at a little restaurant across foamd€at one
time called Mae’s Place.)

What was the Fegely Reunion? How were we relateddis?

Marian — Mammy was a Fegely. We got together in the summer at Madetie

Raymond — It was an annual summer get together of dependents to Tobis Fegely. It cantimaey f
years until it was mostly Nester families and they continued with méstegly family relatives, nieces,
nephews, cousins and second cousins.

Norman — Mammy was a Fegely (her father’s family). Stella and | thin&rtesl before we were married
(1948). We remember going to some place where Camp Olympic is now. We gatgpillas a prize
for being married the shortest amount of time — 1 day! Then it was held somewhescoswlle for 2

or 3 years, then at Macungie Park.



Mae — Fegelys were all related — mostly cousins of Mom. Once the reuniotarteg & did bring us all
a bit closer and yet we were never all that close.

Annabelle - It was descendants of the Franklin Fegely family. We wereraksis of Pappy Fiett
Fegely, our mother's father.

Kermit - The Fegley Reunion was all the descendents of Franklin Fegleysandehi Those who
attended when | did were mostly cousins and second cousins, etc. It was held in dciyyafag until
the 1960's at various places such as; the Reservoir on South Mountain, Dorney Park anceMacungi
Memorial Park most recently. As | recall it ceased because thezenaw more Nester relatives than
Fegelys. 1do think it has been revived but doesn't include the Nesters (don't aklg.jne w

Alma - The Fegely reunion was an annual picnic held in July at the MacungierMeRark for several
years. (If there were earlier locations, I'm too young to remember.) Mammaiden name was Fegley
and the reunion was for the families (descendants) of her father, Fiett, and his fraxikén.

There were other Fegely siblings, but some died young* and others moved out ot{eaaotine and
Hannah.) One of the person's who attended was Curtis Kehm whose mother wayg tidregmother
branch but his great (paternal) grandmother was Hannah, Fiett's youngegt $ithlevi, William, and
possibly Charles - Alfred lived to age 26]

How did all of you get ready in the morning? Desloe bath time?

Marian — We took a bath in a big metal tub, 3 at a time. Brushed teeth in the kitchen sink. Had a nig
bucket at night.

Raymond — Get dressed, washed hands and face, ate breakfast (usually ceskabetir and leave for
school (usually too late to get there on time!) Prior to having the shower in timedmasee took
“bucket” baths about 2 times per week. Heat water and pour into a bucket, get washebandosoap
and go up stairs to our bedroom and bath.

Norman — We all ran for the heater in the living room. First one their stayead Bath time — The little
ones used the big wash tubs.

Mae — As a very young girl | remember Saturday night baths in an agate tukkitchiea near the coal
stove. As we outgrew this tub, we took a bucket of hot water to our bedroom and bathed startimg w
face and working down to the feet. It was up to us how often we bathed unless we paiechitio
much. We were encouraged that it was time, then when we matured we didn’t need enwntragg
more. By the way — | always said, “| married for a bathroom.” Then a bathro@ambexreality for the
house. Fred and Curt put it in in the late 1950's.

Annabelle - As for getting ready in the morning | guess we all did our owg #tiour own time. | don't
remember waiting in line. As for bath time, when we were little, we had awashl tub we set in the
kitchen next to the stove, and took our bath. | don't know who got to use the water first! herenvgy
thought we needed privacy we took a bucket of hot water to our bed room.

Vernon — If you didn’t get ready you could stay home! We walked to school from therSifierteouse
to Lincoln and Thaddeus Stevens. My friend, Lamont Mohr lived two houses away from’Steefeool.
His pop drove the fire truck.



Who was responsible for empting the pee pots?

Raymond — The last one who used it and filled it up!
Norman — Everybody.
Mae — Emptying the pee pot was something we all had our turn at.

Annabelle - I know | never did. | guess that was left to the older siblingnieméer it being there but |
don't remember using it.

Merle - One of the boys | guess. | know it was cold sitting on the out house seat!

Kermit - | remember doing it. | guess whoever couldn't stand the smell woplg &m

What was your favorite meal Mammy cooked?

Marian — A roast and potatoes for Sunday dinner. She also made a lot with potatoes simeaeysvbad a
bin full - Potatoes & peas in mild soup, Corn soup, False Sauerkraut (shred cabbage, cook rigegaur vi
on it and eat it over potatoes), Dried out spaghetti - Mammy would bake it than we'deitemeop of
mashed potatoes - stomach wadding! Mammy made minute pudding - cook canned milklouxing f
with it than cook it. We ate it with milk & sugar. Margarine back then looked likeualess you added a
color packet to it to make it look like butter. Kids used to mock us that we had lard on our bread.

Raymond — Spaghetti baked in the electric oven; Roast Beef and Roast Pork (Mamalwayassure it
was well done - maybe even slightly burned!)

Norman — Spaghetti; Mush and Milk (ground up wheat heated with sugar and milk); Friext® dag
Stomach.

Mae — Stringy Roast Beef; Schnitz and Knep (dried sweet apples with dumplings gnédleed
spaghetti over mashed potatoes.

Annabelle - | don't know that | had a favorite meal but the most memorable was pagbkdts with
mashed potatoes. | thought it was wonderful. Today | would call it dry stomach wiadding

Merle - | enjoyed everything. | just loved to eat. | guess the Potato SduplatitDogs was always good.

Vernon — Wing pudding and pigeon milk. Fried potatoes - | made them for my kids, too!

Who was the first brother or sister to bring a dgioby friend home?

Marian — | was the first girl to bring home a boyfriend and Linwood the first boy.
Raymond — | guess it must have been Linwood (Larue). However, it could have bésm (Aaher).
Norman — Linwood, Marian or Melvin

Mae — My guess is that Linwood, Melvin and Marian were the first to bring dates hdorét know in
what order.



Annabelle - Marian/Asher.

Carl - Merle always talked a lot of watching Alma and Albert and would malegl dor
them on the sofa.

Which aunt and uncle got in the biggest trouble whthey were living at home? And
how did they get punished?

Raymond — No comments! (Someone said it might have been me, but | don’t believe that!)

Norman — It's about even.

Mae — | believe Raymond had the reputation of being in hot water most often! Scoéngedsto be the
punishment most times. | can’t say there were ever real severe punishmemsydmger ones grew
older we had more than enough people to answer to and they all took their turns at putting us in our
places.

Vernon — Raymie was always naughty so he had to sit next to Elmer.

Who was the first to leave home and who was thstfio marry?

Marian — Linwood was the first to leave home and get married. | got married nex

Raymond — Linwood was the first to leave home and get married.

Norman — Linwood was the first to leave. Marian was the first to get married.

Mae — The first one to get married and leave home was Linwood, followed by Marian,e¢hamn M

Annabelle - | believe Linwood was the first to marry and leave home, buel/bdielvin went to CCC
Camp before Linwood left.

Did you ever win any kind of awards or recognitidar anything?

Raymond — Elected to Allentown Bowling Association Hall of Fame for servingessdent &
Tournament Director for eight years. | was also elected to PennsyIState Bowling Association for
serving as State President in 1993 and starting a scholarship program for Juéss Bovess the state
of Pennsylvania.

Norman — Bowling League Championship — Superior Combustion-High Score 269; Achieved Maste
Sergeant in Military.

Merle - | sang for an audition on a Channel 6 TV Talent Show. That was as fgotdsut it made me

feel "Big" as a teenager.

Kermit - Donnie and | won a swimming race at Pine Tree Park. | said "Damhi¥ because we tied!
Our prize was a coffee maker.

Vernon — 2 Purple Hearts from the Korean War. On tffefgtiversary of the Korean War | received a
letter from the President of Korea for coming over there.



To the younger ones — Did you have your own idgniit high school by the time all the
others had gone through or were you just anotherdtky?

Raymond — In my years in High School, Mr. Heller, the Principal at that timeysgueestioned us —
“Why can’t you be like your brother, Wilmer?”

Norman — Got good grades thanks to Wilmer’s being there before me. (Mammy)Houser

Mae — Going to High School was not being just another Nester, but it helped to a point since nbene of
Nesters had a real bad reputation. | made my own reputation since | vilm®lbskgper...Mr. Heller

would ask me why I couldn’t follow in my elder siblings footsteps!

Annabelle -The teachers pretty well had their fill of Nesters by me kicame along.

Merle - We had our own identity.

Kermit - Since Donnie and | were the last in the family we were sitjydy another Nester!"

Did you hang out with each other in high school bave classes together?

Marian — Melvin and | had some of the same classes for a while.

Raymond — No, | didn’t hang out with any of the family in high school and | did not have<lagk any
of them.

Norman — Yes to hanging out. No to classes together.

Mae — Yes, pretty much. Fred became part of the gang. He fit right inrexeghthe was out of school
and older.

Annabelle - When | was a freshman in high school, Raymond was a sophomore, Vernonanpini
Norman a senior. No, we never hung out together except running to school in the mornieghide
any classes with them.

Carl - No. It was only Mae in High School when | was there.
Kermit - Up to and including Jr. High, Donnie and | were always in the sanse @&@as after 9th grade

we were in different classes so we didn't see each other very much during. tl@uddast two years in
school we had a car (1948 Plymouth.)

Did you play with neighbor kids or just your siblgs?

Marian — Both. We used to play store using empty cereal boxes, play church, pretehdgsagtch. In

the summer, all the neighborhood kids played together. We played hide & seek, kick the. can, tag
Marcella Youse and | used to play stage on the boards covering the areahwlterinduse used to be.

One time the boards broke and Marcella’s foot went through.

We would damn up the creek by the bridge to swim in. The Miklensics built the pool and usedkhe cree
water to fill it. The Nester kids got to swim for free so they would stop swimmitige creek and

dirtying the water that went in the pool.



Raymond — | played with George Miklos, Dick Biehn, Ray Feather and Robert Keiner

Norman — Yes, we had baseball teams. We played hide & seek, went sledding. We sslarappl
cherries from the orchard. We played basketball and a made up baseball game el bas

Mae — Yes, we played with the neighbor kids a lot and also just with our siblings. We dmla’than
meaning of being bored.

Annabelle - | used to play with June Walters. She lived in the big house above thehalaysSan only
child so she had all the things we dreamed about. | also played with Shirley iBidtedouble house
that Marian lived in.

Merle - | played with Shirley Bean, Nancy Cernible and others.

Kermit - Both! But most of the time Donnie and | were entertaining ourselesalso spent a lot of
time with Barney Myers who lived up the street where the turnpike is now locatedpaffiea lot of time
playing in the woods with Barney.

Vernon — All of them.

Where did sit down to do your homework and did Mamand Pappy help you? Did all
the kids help each other with homework?

Raymond — We did what little homework we did at the dining room table. Mammy and Pajgpyotver
too helpful with homework. When help was needed, the brothers and sisters assisted us.

Norman — At the dining room table. We helped each other.

Mae — Homework at the dining room table. Mom helped when needed and often the rsisbettleers
when necessary.

Annabelle - I'm not proud of it but | don't remember ever doing homework. | often wehdet could
have been if | did.

Kermit - | had very little homework and when | did, Donnie and | would work on it together.

Vernon — We didn’t do our homework.

When did Mammy& Pappy start giving silver dollars?

Norman — | think when we started getting together at the Macungie Grange.
Mae — Gee, not sure but sometime after Cookie was born (in the 50’s).

Carl - I don't know but I always wondered how they could afford it. All I know isvileaall appreciated
it very much. Some of the kids still talk about the silver dollars and how many thegwt to this day.



Please share your favorite memory or story of a@pktime with your siblings and
Mammy and Pappy.

Marian — We had a good life and she would never trade it. My father was the bedé¢pabhat time.
We never went hungry. Pop paid rent at Dundores. We would love to go along - we'd get@anice c
cone from the soda fountain.

Raymond — Holiday Dinners when the whole family got together. Whenever we wéageaattnight, as
soon as we opened the door, Mammy would be awake and would check to see who was coming in.
Hunting with Pappy and the rest of our brothers were special times.

Norman — A walk to the fish hatchery with Uncle Harry. Vernie, and Raymond vosrg. & was the
longest hike we had. We would walk home from church every now and then.

Mae — Our “special times” with our parents were at Christmas and Eadtettem holidays and pretty
much spending time in the back yard in the summer time. Our childhood was not at aiklfke ihost
kids today — where parents entertain them and take them all over to see plabesyan@®ur outings
were mostly Sunday School picnics and other church affairs. We were our owniremimnta

Annabelle - Christmas Eve was always special with everyone gettinfeéoget

Merle - For the most part we were very close and loved each other. As Pappy amg gwrolder, Dee
Dee would play checkers with Pappy and let him win every now and then. This madehgodd that
he could beat a young kid. Mammy always wanted to go to Merle's in the summer.dShié wau are
warm, go to Merle's. There's always a breeze along the side of the house."”

Kermit - Mammy and Pappy took me and Donnie to see a Christian movie at thovheHigh School

in the late 1940's. On our way home we talked about the movie and Pappy told us that he hetl accept
Jesus as his Savior when he was young. Now | have no doubts as to where he is right now: He and
Mammy are together forever in Heaven waiting for each one of us to join thense Btwdt take it for
granted.

Vernon — Picking Cherries and strawberries at an old man and his mom’s neaiWdiberhold’s live
(on Mill Road); Raymie was always naughty so he had to sit next to Elmer .

Interesting Extras

Marian - There was a butcher shop in the alley behind our house on Shimerville Road. We wahuld wa
them kill and butcher the cows. We would get the hearts or livers and take them home and cook it.

| went to my first movie at 12 years old at the Emmaus Movie Theater. It coshts) ¢

My first job was at the park for 25 cents a day. | was 12 or 13 and worked in the locker rbermpalt
checking people’s clothes and giving them a claim ticket. | used to babysiefStdudts who lived in

the house that is now my house. Melvin would make me butter bread and bring it down to the fence so
could eat! | babysat for 25 cents a night for neighbors by Thaddeus Stevens scb@aople would go

out to the firehouse. Mammy took us to Sunday School and Church. Pappy was usually working duri
church but always went after he retired.

Vernon - We would play basketball but they would always leave the door open so we coujdfthela
door took up half the court!) Ernie Walker and | went looking for iron — but he called it ice (ovettse)



| used to pick up chewing gum from sidewalks. Or we chewed black tar. We got it fréoaitiaey in
Emmaus or sometimes got it off the street. (The foundry used the tar to coat the pipes

Alma (from Bruce Miller) often reminisced about sleeping in the attibentinter watching the snow
come down. Annabelle may remember something about this.

How did Vernie get the nickname “Spike”? Harry Stern couldn’t hear Vernon sadteg him Spike.
Also — “You don’t look like a Vernon — you look like a Spike!”



