
When did Mammy and Pappy get married? Did they live together right away? Where did 
they first live?  

 
Marian – I don’t really remember but I think they got married at 
Upper Milford Mennonite Church.  
 
Raymond – I do not know where they got married. I have been 
told that they did not live together the first 6 months of 
marriage. Pappy still lived with Schuberts and Mammy lived 
with her parents.  I don’t know where they first lived together.  
 
Norman – Don’t know when they got married. Mom lived at 
home and Pop lived with his foster parents.  
 
Mae – Minister’s home?  They did not live together right away. 
 I’m not sure which was their first home.  
 
Kermit - I don't know where, but I believe they were married by 
Rev. Victor Boyer.  Yes, they lived together right away.  I 
believe their first home was a house on Route 100 & 29 just 
below Milford Park.  There are two houses on right real close 
together and theirs was the gray one. 

 

Were you born at home or in the hospital? If at home, which home? If in the hospital, 
which hospital?  
 
Marian – At home (4402 Main Road West, Vera Cruz – The Fetterman Farm)  
Kermit & Donald were born in the hospital. All the others were born at home. Mammy didn’t announce 
that a baby was coming – didn’t talk about that kind of thing. The doctor would come to the house for 
each baby. We thought the doctor brought the babies in his little black bag. None of the babies were 
nursed. They were fed canned milk (evaporated milk). We grew up on canned milk.  
 
Raymond – I was born at home, 1442 Shimerville Road.  
 
Norman – At home on Shimerville Road.  
 
Mae – I was born at home, 1442 Shimerville Road.  
 
Annabelle - 1442 Shimerville Road  
 
Carl for Merle - At home on Shimerville Road  
 
Kermit - We, Donnie and I, were the only ones born in the hospital.  It was Allentown General Hospital. 
  
Alma - Alma and possibly some of the others were born at home in the farmhouse of Trexler Farm. 
 
What schools did you attend?  
 
Marian – Washington School, Thaddeus Stevens, Lincoln, Emmaus High School. We didn’t have 
kindergarten – started in first grade. I walked 2 miles each way to school with Linwood and Melvin and 



they were fighting to keep up with me. In the winter we wore long underwear and stockings to walk to 
school.  
 
Raymond – Grades 1 to 4 at Stevens School on Pennsylvania Ave., Grades 5 & 6 at Washington School 
on Broad Street, Grades 7 & 8 at Lincoln School on Seem Street, and Grades 9 to 12 at Emmaus High 
School on North Street. (All in Emmaus)  
 
Norman – Stevens, Washington, Lincoln and Emmaus High School (Jefferson)  
 
Mae – Attended Stevens School for 1st thru 4th, Washington for 5th & 6th, Lincoln for 7th & 8th, Emmaus High 
School (Jefferson) for 9th thru 12th.  
 
Annabelle - Thaddeus Stevens 1-4, Washington 5-6, Lincoln 7-8, Jefferson 9-12.  
 
Merle - Thaddeus Stevens, Lincoln, Jefferson. Graduating class of 1953. 
 
Kermit - Elementary:  Thaddeus Stevens for grades 1 thru 4; Washington School for grades 5 and 6; Jr. 
High School at Lincoln School for grade 7 and 8; High School at Emmaus High School for grade 9, 10, 
11, 12 - graduating class of 1955; Bluffton College 1956 - 1958. 
 
Vernon – Thaddeus Stevens for Elementary, Jefferson for High School (Emmaus High School wasn’t 
built yet – it was built sometime around 1951. 
 
Where did you shop for food?            
    
Marian – I think an A&P in downtown Emmaus. We would walk into Emmaus with Pappy for a case of 
canned milk and loaves of bread and pull it home on a wagon. We’d stop at the drugstore with a soda 
fountain and get ice cream. A huckster (Schmoyer) and a butcher (Hanes) would come to the house two 
times a week. Different people came to the door to sell things. We used other people’s hand me downs. 
Mammy would remake and alter them.  
 
Raymond – Mostly at Food Fair on 7th Street and Mohican on Tenth Street in Allentown. Since Pop did 
not have a car he mostly traveled with Homer Keinert to do his shopping in Allentown. Later, they did 
most of their grocery shopping at Fritch’s Store at 6th & Chestnut Sts. in Emmaus. They would call in their 
order and it was delivered by Fritch.  
 
Norman – Schmoyer the huckster or at Mammy Hallman’s.  
 
Mae – All local stores in Emmaus, Schmoyer’s Grocery, Truck home route plus butcher, baker and 
milkman.  
 
Annabelle - At the auction in the barn at Miklencics on Saturday nights when they were selling out; Fritch 
Grocery, Fenstermaker Grocery, Schmoyer Huckster, Haines Butcher  
 
Merle - Various places. The Hucksters came around door to door. And the store on Pennsylvania Ave. 
 
Vernon – The A & P on the Triangle. We used to go to the store on 6th Street in Emmaus. They had 
watermelons there. Pappy Nester drove to Georgia with Lloyd Fritch to get watermelons (in a truck.) 
Before that they had a store at 6th & Chestnut. 
 
 



Did you grow your own food?  
 
Marian – Yes, we had a garden all the time. I did the gardening, pulled weeds. The garden plot was up 
where the hotel was and we had another across the street.  
 
Raymond – Yes, we had a truck patch in a field where the Pine Tree Tavern was later located. Also, we 
had one across the street from our house plus a garden behind the house. We would raise sweet corn, 
tomatoes, string beans, potatoes, carrots, onions, cabbage, etc.  
 
Norman – Yes, most of it.  
 
Mae – We had gardens out back and across the street. We had everything you could want plus from 
farmers fields. There was lots of canning and preparing of food to store for the winter – no freezers.  
 
Annabelle - Yes, we had a garden patch where the Community Park top parking lot is now, then we had 
one across the street from our house and later in a lot behind our house.  
 
Carl - Some in the garden. Where do you think Melvin got his wonderful gardening talents from? 
 
Kermit - Yes.  We had a big patch across the street on Shimerville Rd.  Donnie and I were often the 
"mules" to pull the cultivator when Pappy weeded the rows.  We also had a garden outback. 
 
Did Pappy own a car? What kind?  
 
Marian – He owned a Chevy Touring car (1929?)  
 
Raymond – He owned cars in the early 1930’s – don’t know what kind. In the 40’s he bought a used 
Chrysler or Dodge. In 1950 he bought a new Ford Falcon.  
 
Mae – Pappy owned several cars.  
 
Annabelle - I know he owned a car but don't know what kind.  
 
Carl/Merle - The first car I remember was a Ford Fairlane (Blue) 
 
Kermit - Yes.  A '41 Chrysler, '50 Plymouth, '56 Plymouth, '62 Ford 
   

Did Mammy ever drive (even illegally)?  
 
Never  
 

Who shopped, prepared the meals and cleaned up after dinner?  
 
Marian – Pappy shopped, Mammy and Marian prepared meals and the boys cleaned up after dinner. We 
used to go with Pop to buy canned milk by the case and 10 loaves of bread at the A&P (3rd & Main). 
We'd pull everything home in the express wagon.  Pappy did a lot of cooking and baking, too. Breakfast 
we ate one by one. We took lunches to school that included bread and butter sandwich or summer 
bologna, pineapple sandwiches, banana sandwiches... 
Raymond – Pappy did most of the shopping. Mammy did most of the cooking. We all had to help clean 
up after dinner and do the dishes.  



 
Norman – We didn’t need to shop. Mammy cooked. Took turns cleaning up – all depended on who was in 
trouble.  
 
Mae – Pop did most of the shopping except for the home delivery routes. That was Mom. Mom prepared 
most meals. We all had our turns at clean up after meals.  
 
Annabelle - Pop usually shopped, Mammy prepares meals and we kids "cleaned up."  
 
Merle - Wilmer was in charge of dish washing schedule. 
 
Vernon – Pop did the shopping, Mammy made the meals. Grammy and Aunt Carrie peeled potatoes. 
Whose ever turn it was cleaned up. 
 

Did everyone have specific chores to do or did everyone just pitch in and do what was 
needed to be done? Did you get allowance? 
 
Marian – My chores included cooking and ironing. I ironed and starched shirts. Linwood worked at the 
moves and had to wear starched shirts. That's how I learned! I also took care of the younger kids. No 
allowance. 
 
Raymond – Growing up we had scheduled times for doing dish washing after our evening meal! We all 
did pitch in at various chores after being told what to do.  
 
Norman – Our chores were based on punishment. Wash dishes, mow the grass, clean. No allowance.  
 
Mae – My chores were doing dishes, cleaning, washing floors, ironing and whatever else needed doing. 
All the girls got their turns at these chores. Everyone pitched in and did what needed to be done basically. 
An allowance? We didn’t know what that meant!  
 
Annabelle - As I recall, Marian and Alma did the ironing. I remember scrubbing the floor, washing dishes 
and setting the table. There were never any real  set rules. You just did what the older ones told you to. 
they were good at that.  
 
Merle - I had to do all the work. There was NO ONE LEFT in the household but Kermit and Donald. 
Well you know how boys are when it comes to housework!  
 
Kermit - By the time "we" (it was always Donnie and me) got to high school all the others were already 
married.  So it was up to Merle, Donnie and me to clean the house (including washing the floors), do the 
dishes and whatever else needed to be done.  I even remember learning to iron some clothes.  (I still do 
some ironing today!) 
 
What year did you get indoor plumbing? Where you still at home to enjoy it?  
 
Marian – Don’t remember when. It was after I was married.  
Raymond – Hand pump in the kitchen was replaced with a cold water spigot approx. 1936. A jack stove 
and shower were built in the basement by Norman, Vernon, and Raymond around 1945. Pipeless coal 
stove was replaced by Oil Heater approx. 1954. Indoor Bathroom was installed later on (after I left home 
– don’t know when.)  
 
Norman – Yes, including the shower in the basement (1945)  



 
Annabelle - No, Curtis and Fred installed the bathroom after we were married (about 1953).  
 
Merle - 1953 when I got married. Before that it was just PTA baths. 
 
Kermit - I don't recall the exact year but it was in the late fifties I think.  I helped Earl Fegley pipe the 
base board heat in 1958 or '59.  Yes, I was home to enjoy the indoor plumbing.  I was the last one to leave 
home when I went into the army in January of 1960. 
 
Vernon – Yes, we got a spigot in the kitchen. 
 
Buster - 1959 when Emmaus went to public sewer 
 

Where did you all sleep in that house?  
 
Marian – I slept on the 2nd floor with my Grandmother (Mammy’s mom). The boys had 2 beds in the front 
room (3 in a bed). The girls slept in the attic. 
 
Raymond – I slept in the front room (two beds in the room). Norman, Vernon and Raymond in one bed 
and Annabelle, Mae, and Merle in the other bed.  
 
Norman – Mom and Pop slept in the back room. Kermit and Donald slept in a crib in Mom and Pop’s 
room. Vernie, Raymie, Normie, Merle, Annabelle and Mae in the front room. Melvin and Wilmer slept in 
the attic. Grammy Fegely and Alma slept in the middle room.  
 
Mae – As long as I can remember I slept in the front bedroom, first with 3 boys (Ray, Vern & Norm) in 1 
double bed and 3 girls (Merle, Mae & Belle) in 1 double bed.  Later the boys moved to the attic as space 
allowed. But we 3 girls shared the room until each got married (me first.) Grammy and Aunt Carrie also 
lived with the family at times.  
 
Annabelle - Our sleeping arrangements were - Mom & Pop in the back bedroom with the twins in an iron 
crib and a bed on the floor at the bottom of Mom & Pop's bed for Merle. The middle bedroom, Grammy 
and Marian, the front bedroom, Wilmer, Norman, Vernon and Ray slept crosswise in a double bed, Mae, 
Alma and I slept in a day bed. We were all little then. Linwood and Melvin slept in the attic. I know Aunt 
Carrie lived with us at one time, but I don’t know where she slept.  
 
Merle - I slept in Mom & Pop's room until the twins were born. I remember sleeping with Grammy and 
Aunt Carrie. (Don't know where Merle slept after leaving Mom & Pop's room. I was never allowed 
upstairs!) 
 
Kermit - I am not certain, but I think Linnie, Mellie, Wilmer, Normie, Vernie and Raymie all slept in the 
attic together.  Marian slept with Grammy in the middle room.  Alma, Annabelle, Mae and Merle slept in 
the front room.  Donnie and I slept in the crib in Mom and Pop's room until we were in second grade of 
school.  After Grammy died and Melvin, Wilmer and Norman went into the service the arrangements 
changed quite a bit.  I also remember in the 40's and 50's Aunt Carrie would be with us for summers 
sometimes. 
 
Vernon – Raymie, Wilmer and I slept in the front room. Annabelle, Mae and Alma slept in there with us, 
too. 
Buster - Linwood and several of the older boys slept in the attic. 
 



Did any other relatives ever live with your family? If so, who and for what reason?  
 
Marian – Mammy’s Mom and Aunt Carrie moved in when my Uncle Henry died. (Side note - Aunt Carrie 
was a maid for a brief time for the Wentz's (Fred's parents.) 
 
Raymond – Grandma Fegely lived with us for a period of time until her death. Aunt Carrie lived with us 
for visits at sometimes. Her permanent home was at the Buck Co Home until the time of her death.  
 
Norman – Grammy Fegely and Aunt Carrie  
 
Buster - I believe that Mammy’s sister Aunt Carrie lived with Mammy and Pappy after the all the children 
had left. 
 

How did Mammy cook for all of you in that little kitchen and did you all sit down at the 
same time to eat?  
 
Marian – We ate mostly stuff in a big pot. If everyone was home we ate at the dining room table. On 
Sunday we always had a big dinner. Even my Dad’s boss (miller) would eat with us. There was always 
room for one more! 
 
Raymond – We had a Kalamazoo Coal Stove in the kitchen and a 3 burner kerosene stove in the dining 
room. It was a challenging experience. We did sit down to eat all at one time on special occasions. Most 
of the time their were 3 or 4 missing at a meal.  
 
Norman – She had large pots to cook in. The only time we sat down together was winters and Sundays.  
 
Mae – She cooked same as we do today and made many, many one pot meals. On special occasions she 
made really nice big meals.  
 
Annabelle - Mom usually cooked one pot meals except on Sunday. Then we would have what we call 
today, a full course meal. Yes, we did all sit down to eat at one time, at least in our early years. We would 
set the plates on the table like a deck of cards...Mom, Pop, Linwood, Melvin, etc.  
 
Merle - We always had good meals and we always sat down together to eat.  
 

How did you all travel to one place at the same time? Bus? Trolley? 
 
Marian –We had a touring car - no windows. Pappy would drive, Mammy up front holding someone on 
her lap and someone between them. The rest of us were in the back with our legs spread and benches 
between them for the small ones to sit on. Sometimes 4 or 5 people in the front and 4, 5, 6, or 7 in the 
back. We would take the touring car to Grammy Fegely in Spinnerstown. We'd go on a Friday and stay 
till Sunday. Pop would take the food along for the stay. Some would sleep on the floor, some in beds. 
 
Raymond – We very seldom traveled as a family, except going to church. We went on the Perkiomen Bus 
which was provided by the Mennonite Church. We used the Lehigh Valley Transit buses to go to 
Allentown, to go shopping or to go to the movies. We also rode the trolley to get to Marian and Asher’s 
apartment from 8th & Hamilton to Carlisle St.  
 
Mae – I don’t believe we ever traveled to one place all at the same time. But we used a car, bus and 
trolley. 



 
Annabelle - The only place I remember going all together to was when the church ran a Perkiomen Bus 
for us to get to church. A few others rode it, too, but I think we filled most of it. We’d travel by bus and 
trolley and walk. 
 
Vernon – In a Maxwell Car with plastic, about the size of a van only longer. Pappy eventually made it 
into a tractor to work in the garden. We would drive into our Grammy’s lane and sing “Old Susanna” to 
her because that was her name. When we were at her house we played with a milk can with cows on it. 
 
Norman – More bus then trolley.  
 

How long did it take for the new wives marrying into the family to remember the 
brother’s names and be able to tell them apart?  
 
Marian – It didn’t take long – a lot went to school together or lived in the neighborhood.  
 
Raymond – I can only speak for myself since I married a girl from our neighborhood who knew most of 
the family before we were married.  
 
Mae – New mates coming into the family became familiar quite easily especially for the first few until the 
family started growing by leaps and bounds. Then it became more difficult.  
 
Annabelle - I never noticed the in-laws had trouble telling us apart...we were all unique!  
 

Did you ever have any other Christmas Tree than the silver one?               
 
Marian – Always had a real tree until the silver one.  
 
Raymond – Yes, we always had a live green Christmas tree. The silver tree must have come about after I 
left home.  
 
Norman – Yes, real ones. Don’t remember when they got the silver one.  
Mae – Yes! We always had a real tree. Pop and the boys went to the woods to get them. The Silver Tree 
was for convenience and short lived and was after most of the family was gone.  
 
Kermit - If I recall correctly, the silver tree came on the Christmas scene in the late 50's or early 60's.  
Prior to that time we always had a real, genuine, green, live tree!  The most memorable one was in the 
early 40's (1941 or 1942.)  The reason I remember it so vividly is because Donnie and I almost destroyed 
it!!  
 
Pappy was working at PP&L (Pennsylvania Power & Light Company) at this time and the PP&L held a 
Christmas party for employees, at this particular party we each received a toy truck just large enough that 
one of us could sit on it.  We sure had fun with them until one night we were playing with them and 
decided to take a ride on it.  So Donnie sat on it and I gave him a hard push.  He sped across the room 
from his starting point at the floor register and crashed into the tree! I don't recall the events that 
immediately followed the crash or what the consequences were, but I have never forgotten this incident.  
 
Annabelle - Yes, we had a fresh green tree every year as long as I can remember. It was set in a bucket of 
coal in the living room. 
 
Merle - Oh, yes! We had a real Christmas Tree. 



 

What did you do on Christmas Eve before the Nester Christmas Eve party was 
established?  
 
Raymond – We decorated our tree before Christmas Eve. On Christmas Eve we would get to bed early 
and were awoken by Marian & Asher and Linwood and Larue about 2 o’clock in the morning. We had a 
great time and a few gifts and light lunch then went back to bed. We arose early the next morning and 
walked to Emmaus Fire Co. on 4th Street and get a box of candy and an orange.  
 
Norman – We met at Mammy and Pappy’s to give the little ones gifts then to Alma and Albert’s.  
 
Mae – We had a family party at home. After the older ones got mates and married it still continued at 
home.  By this time it became a ritual to walk to 10th & Chestnut Sts. to meet Pop at the bus after  his night 
shift at PP&L.  
 
Annabelle - All I remember is we always had a Christmas tree and would spend time as a family at home 
and church.  
Merle - We looked forward to church, candy and oranges, and one gift under the tree.  
 
Kermit - The family all gathered at Mammy and Pappy's house on Christmas until it became to crowded. 
Then we gathered at Alma & Albert's home on Walnut Street (in Bethlehem?).  When that became too 
small we moved to the Macungie Grange Hall.  I would say that was the beginning of the Christmas Eve 
party. 
 
Vernon – Go to Pappy at the PP&L Building in Allentown. 
 
Buster - I don’t know but I do remember in the early fifties going to Alma and Albert’s on fifth street in 
Emmaus I think  and then close to another place close to Mae and Fred’s place 
 
 

What do you think the neighbors thought of such a big family?  
 
Raymond – I cannot answer that question. However, we never had any troubles with them and they never 
showed any dislike with our large family. One exception, Ray Feather (father), a next door neighbor, 
challenged Pappy to a fist fight (don’t remember why.) Fortunately, the fist fight never materialized, but 
they did not talk to each other for a very long time.  
 
Norman – Heard no comments. (Many families were big?!)  

 
Mae – Glad it wasn’t them! Sympathetic. Too bad TV came 
along so late in time! (That was the adults.) The kids loved 
it. They could always find someone to play or pal around 
with. In fact, some admitted to being envious of us.  
Annabelle - I guess I never thought about what the 
neighbors thought. I don't remember anyone saying 
anything. The only thing I thought of was that we shared our 
outhouses with Shimers on a separate side with a pit below. 
They were 3 to our 15 or 16. I assume they had to pay half 
to empty it.  
 



Merle - They were envious because they didn't have as much sex as Mom & Pop.  
Vernon – Mae Weida, who lives at Phoebe Terrace and grew up in our neighborhood told us that she used 
to ask her parents why the Nesters had so many kids and they only had two? Not sure how the mother 
answered!  
 
The Feathers would watch us fight with each other but they never stopped the fights…just left us fight it 
out. 
 

Can you tell us something about your relatives on the Moyer/Fegely side and the 
Hoffman/Nester side – include cousins, aunts, uncles, grandparents, etc.  
 
Marian – Mammy’s parents were Susanna (Moyer) and /Fiett Fegely. Pappy’s parents were Annie 
(Hoffman) and Harvey Nester. Pappy’s siblings were Mattie, Mamie, John, Harry and Stella. Pappy’s 
mother died when he was 4. Pappy went to live with the Schuberts and they raised him.  Harvey Nester 
remarried and had one other son (half brother or may have been 2nd wife’s son from previous husband?) 
Harvey saw his kids maybe once a year.  He worked at the Emmaus Foundry. Aunt Annie Schubert, my 
father’s foster sister, wasn’t married.  She always brought candy for Christmas. Aunt Irene.  We kept in 

touch with the 
Schuberts. 
Fiett Fegely 
farmed for a 
living.  I was 
with 
Grandfather 
Fegely when 
he died.  He 
stayed on our 
couch a long 
time before 
he died. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Aunt Carrie was Mammy’s sister, Uncle Henry her brother. 
 Uncle Henry used to walk to our house from Shimerville. 
 Aunt Carrie moved in with us after he died. She started 
doing housework for people then moved out of our house 
into the house she cleaned.  She went to Doylestown to an 
old folk’s home.  She died there. 
 
 
   



Raymond – Pappy’s foster parents were the Schuberts, (don’t know the parent’s first names) on the farm 
on the road from Zionsville and Powder Valley. Two sisters – Stella, wife of Sam Seibert and Irene, who 
lived in Philadelphia.  The family kept in touch with them until their deaths.  
 
Norman – We would walk to Fegely's in Shimerville. Then they moved to Springtown. Mammy’s sister 
went to a home in Doylestown. Mammy’s mother moved in with us. I was 16 when she died. Grandma 
Fegely only had 3 kids – Henry, Carrie, Mabel. Henry and Carrie never married.  
 
Annabelle - I remember Aunt Annie Schubert, Pop's foster sister. Mae and I spend an overnight with her 
and in the morning she served shredded wheat with hot water. Of course it was not what we were used to 
so when she went out of the room we flushed it down the hopper. (Yes, she had indoor plumbing!) I 
remember Grammy Fegely. She lived with us and she always sat on the long bench peeling potatoes and 
her nose would drip. She would take her hanky and wipe it. I was named after Aunt Carrie Amanda and in 
my early years she gave me a beautiful white tea set. She told me not to play with it until I was older. Of 
course I didn't listen and to my regret all the pieces got broken or lost.  
 
Kermit - On the Moyer/Fegley side I only knew Aunt Carrie, who would live with us during the summer 
up until the early 1950's.  All the others were gone before I came along. On the Hoffman/Nester side I 
remember one of his cousins (Pappy's) visiting Pappy (Elmer) when I was still quite young.  I think his 
name was Meta Hoffman.  As for the Nesters I remember Uncle John, Uncle Harry, Aunt Stella and Aunt 
Mamie.  I didn't know any of my grandparents.  As for cousins, I only really knew Aunt Mamie's 
children.  I got to meet them for the first time at a funeral in Coopersburg (where they lived) for their son, 
Jason, who was killed while riding his bike near his home.  The cousins were Harvey, LeRoy, and 
Kenneth, who is about my age by the way, Ant Mamie's husband was Warren Knipe. While writing this it 
jogged my memory.  I do remember Aunt Stella's son, John, who lived in Siesoltsville.  Also I remember 
Uncle Harry's children.  We visited them at their home in "Hols-hocka Staat" (Wood Choppers' Town) 
outside of Boyertown just off Rte. 562.  Their three children were Robert, Dorothy and Ruth.  Uncle 
Harry owned a "City-Service" gas station on Rte. 73 in Boyertown and we had visited them there, too. 
 
Alma - Mammy's (Mabel) parents were:  Fiett Fegely, born 1853, and Susanna Moyer, born 1862.  Fiett's 
parents:  George Fegely and Maria Anna Schmick.  Susanna's parents:  Henry Moyer (Heinrich Meyer) 
and Hannah Keiper. Mabel (Mammy) had 3 older siblings:  Emma S. (born and died in 1886); Henry 
George - born in 1887, died in 1934; Carrie Amanda - born in 1891, died in 1956.  Henry and Carrie 
never married. 
 



Pappy's (Elmer) parents were:  Harvey Nester, born 1869 and Annie Hoffman, born 1869.  Harvey's 
parents were Jonas Frank Nester and Cassie (Catharine Ann) Nuss.  Annie's parents were John R. 
Hoffman and Elizabeth Weller. 
 
Some of the family names in Pappy's ancestry are:  Will, Nuss, Hoffman, Weller, Herb, Huff, Rohrbach, 
Busch, Schmidt, Weidner, Keim, Roeder, Kunius, Weiss, Grosscup, Delong, Lieser, Becker, 
Schuhmacher, Gaucker. 
 
Some of the family names in Mammy's ancestry are:  Keiper, Moyer/Meyer, Rosenberger, Diehl, Geist, 
Schmick, Gaumer, Drescher, Meitzler, Mattern, Dornmeyer, Schleiffer, Reiss, Beck, Spiegel, Meinert, 
Volick, Plowhead, Jager - spelled with '' over the letter A (Yeager), Itterly, Eberle, Funk and Kundig 
spelled with '' over the letter U (Kindig) 
 
 

Do you know about or have you ever heard any stories about family experiences in 
WWII, WWI, Korean War, Spanish-American War, Civil War or the Great Depression?  
 
Marian – I lived through the depression but was not really aware of it.  
 
Raymond –  
 

World War II:        
        

Linwood enlisted in Army Air Force with hope of entering flight school. He 
was not accepted into flight school and later became a radio operator on 
Johnson Island.  
 
Melvin  enlisted in Marine Corp immediately after Pearl Harbor Attack. Was 
discharged for medical reason after one month.  
 

Wilmer  was drafted in 1944. Took his training at a camp in North Carolina. 
Was shipped overseas. He landed in France several weeks after D-Day and 
served in an Anti-Aircraft Battalion. Returned home in 1944.  
 
Norman was drafted out of High School in 1945 to his basic training at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia. Went overseas and served in Northern Italy for one year.  

 
 

Korean War:  
 
Vernon was drafted in 1950. Took his training in Virginia (Ft. Lee I think) 
Shipped out to Korea as an Infantry Man. Was wounded twice in combat. 
Once with shrapnel in his face. Later received major injuries when hit by a 
hand grenade. Spent time in hospital in Japan before returning home.  
 
Raymond was drafted in 1951 and took Basic Training at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. Shipped out to Korea in April of 1952. Landed in Korea on May 
14, 1952 (the day our son, Richard, was born.) Served one year in a Construction 

Battalion, building airstrips. Discharged in 1953 from Ft. Indiantown Gap.  



 
Kermit  served most of his time at Fort Hamilton in N.Y.C. as a 
Chaplain’s Assistant.  
 
In Laws:  
 
Asher served in the Navy during World War II. He was called back 
into the Navy during the Korean War and served on ship in the South 
Pacific. His ship took part in the Atomic Bomb testing in the Bikini 
Atoll Islands.  

 
Albert  served in the Army during World War II in the European 
Campaigns.  
 
Curtis  spent most of his Marine enlistment in Paris Island, S.C.  
 
Fred spent most of his Navy experience in Maryland.  
 
Carl  served several years in the Naval Reserve.  

 
I don’t have any knowledge of my family relatives participating in 
World War I, Spanish-American War or civil War. The Great 
Depression was a bit before my time. I do remember things were pretty 
tough through those years, however, we were very fortunate that Pappy 
had a job with the PP&L through the Great Depression.  
 
 
 

Norman – I was born in 1927 so I don’t remember too much about the Depression. I know 
Melvin was in the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corp) for 3 years. Pappy didn’t lose his job during the 
depression. He was helping to build the PP&L building. During World War II Melvin went into the 
National Guard in May of his senior year (1945 – he wasn’t there for graduation.) He spent a little over a 
year in Italy as a company clerk – on border patrol between Italy and Yugoslavia. Wilmer was in 
Germany, Linwood in Hawaii, Melvin, in Marines for a short time – discharged for a medical condition. 
Vernie was wounded in Koran War.  

   
Melvin story from Sharon/Derek Bleiler – (Derek interviewed him for a project on the Depression) – 
During that time Melvin and some of the other older ones [I remember Marian’s name] sent money to buy 
Christmas presents for the younger ones.  
 
Mae – World War II involved Linwood, Wilmer, Norman and Asher. Melvin was declared 4-F due to a 
heart murmur and discharged from the Marines.  I recall all the censored letters from the boys from 
overseas. The Korean War involved Asher, Curtis, Raymond, Vernon, Carl in reserves and Kermit in the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Curt and Asher were both in WWII and Korean War. Fred and Albert were in 
WWII, but before they came into the family. I recall during WWII we had rationing on gas, sugar and 
many other things. We saved lard and much more for the war effort.  
               
Annabelle - I was too young to understand, except that Linwood, Melvin, Wilmer and Norman served. 
During the Korean War I was engaged to Curtis, and Vernon and Raymond were in Korea, Curt was 
never shipped abroad. He taught riflemen in St. Thomas. He was very disappointed that he never got to go 
abroad but I wasn't! As far as the Great Depression, I guess we were poverty stricken, but I never felt it 
because everyone else was too.  



 
Kermit - I remember Wilmer sending 2 German helmets and 8 bayonets home in the mail.  We (Donnie 
and I) loaned the helmets to the neighbor kids to have a BB gun battle back in the woods.  The brothers 
used the bayonets for deer hunting. 
 

Did you ever hear stories about the first Moyer/Nester/Fegely/Hoffman ancestor to 
arrive in America from Europe?               
 
Kermit - I remember Pappy saying a long time ago that the first Nester arrived from Switzerland in the 
late 1700's.  I know nothing about any of the others. 
 

What can you tell us about Mammy and Pappy’s childhood?  
 
Marian – Mammy went to school until 8th grade. Married at 18 or 19. Aunt Carrie was Mammy’s sister 
and Henry was her brother. Neither ever married. Pappy grew up on a farm in Hosensack. He was raised 
by a nice foster family.  
 
Raymond – Not much! Pappy grew up on the Shubert farm on the road from Zionsville to Powder Valley. 
He lived with the family as a foster child. To my knowledge, he earned his keep by helping with the farm 
work. Mammy lived at home with her mom & dad in Spinnerstown. I do not know anything of her 
childhood experiences.  
 
Mae – Mammy and Pappy’s childhoods are not too easy to report on except they lived on farms or didn’t 
have neighbors like we do. They attended one room schoolhouses.  
 
Carl - They got married very young.  
 
Kermit - See the "Schubert section" about his childhood as I know.  As for Mammy (Mabel) I don't know 
anything about her childhood. 
 
Buster - Pappy lost his mother at a young age. His father (our great grandfather) had him live with another 
family on a farm.  I don’t believe that Pappy was more than 10 or 12 when that happened. 
 

Did Pappy and Mammy grow up speaking both Pennsylvania Dutch and English?  
 
Marian – yes  
 
Raymond – To my knowledge, yes. They spoke a lot of PA. Dutch when we were not supposed to know 
what they were talking about.  
 
Mae – As far as I know, both spoke both Dutch and English while growing up.  
 
Annabelle - Yes, Mammy and Pappy talked English and PA Dutch. they tried to talk PA Dutch to us but I 
know I was too stubborn to learn. Now I wish I had! 
 
Kermit - I can't say for sure.  But as I remember they almost always spoke to each other in Dutch (quite 
fluently.)  So, that leads me to believe they probably spoke English in school and Dutch at home. 
 
Merle - Yes. They only spoke PA Dutch to friends. 
 



Alma - very probably - they were both from PA Dutch (Deutsch) families that originated in Germany. 
 
How did Mammy and Pappy meet?  
 
Marian – Don’t know.  
 
Raymond – I do not know.  
 
Mae – As I recall hearing, Mom and Pop lived on neighboring farms and got to know each other and 
things took their natural course.  
 
Kermit - All I know is they didn't live far apart. 
 

Who were Pappy’s foster parents and brothers and sisters and did you all keep in touch 
with them?  
 
Norman – Foster parents were the Schuberts. Didn’t have much to do with them. Pappy’s biological 
brother, Uncle John, was more involved with the kids. He married but didn’t have any children that I 
know of. He was wealthy – he bought us candy and shoes. Pappy had another brother, Harry. He married 
and had kids. We saw him once or twice a year. He also had a sister, Aunt Mattie.  
 
Mae – Pappy’s foster family was the Schuberts. Foster sisters were Annie and Stella (Seibert). We kept in 
touch mostly with Annie. I remember times we (Annabelle and I) spent weekends with her. On one 
occasion she offered a choice of cereal. We picked Shredded Wheat. She served it saturated with hot 
water. We didn’t like it at all that way. When she went upstairs to finish dressing we flushed it down the 
toilet in the back porch. Another incident was in church. There was so much standing and kneeling (which 
we were not used to) and being 9 or 10 years old give or take, we found ourselves struck with 
uncontrollable laughter (snorting included) much to our embarrassment to this day. We truly were young 
and dumb, weren’t we?  
 
Annabelle - I didn't know Pappy's foster parents but I remember Stella Siebert and Annie Schubert. She 
always brought us hard candy at Christmas. 
 
Kermit - As I said in a previous answer ('night-bucket' photo) Pappy was raised by the William Shurbert 
family.  I think he only had two foster sisters:  Annie and Stella.  I do remember meeting both of them, 
Annie once or twice, but Stella quite often.  Stella and her husband, Sam Seibert lived in Allentown PA 
and each year they had an oyster stand at the Allentown Fair.  Mammy would take us there and we would 
watch the horse races from their stand since it was right next to the fairground's track at the top of the 
home stretch.  They had a daughter but I don't remember her name. 
 
Alma - After Pappy's mother died he and his younger sister, were "adopted" by William E. and Alice S. 
Schubert and were raised with their three (older) daughters; Irene 1884, Annie 1888, and Estella 1893. 
Annie and Irene, and possibly also Estella used to attend the Nester picnics at "Pine Tree Park" (Emmaus 
Community Park) which were held on Memorial Day for many years in the 1950's and 1960's.  Pappy's 
older brother, John, also attended some of these picnics. 
 
Vernon – Pappy had a brother who lived in Halls Hacka Schtat (town) 
 
 



Do you remember the picture in your house upstairs near the night bucket with Pappy 
as a kid with some pigs? What can you tell us about that?  
 
Marian – Don’t remember the picture.  
 
Raymond – That information is incorrect. The picture was taken at Schubert’s farm when Pappy was 
approx. 12 years old. The animals on the picture were not pigs. They were calves. I can be sure of that 
since I now have the picture hanging in one of our bedrooms.  
 
Mae – Yes, I recall the picture of Pappy with the calves (not pigs) and don’t associate it with the night-
bucket. But I do recall thinking it was really neat to see our Dad as a young boy. Same with the picture of 
him on a pony.  
 
Kermit - Pappy was raised as a foster child by the Schubert family who lived on the road that goes from 
Route 100 & Rte. 29 into Powder Valley, PA.  The farm was located just over the hill from Milford Park 
and just past the E.U.B Church and on the left side of the road.  Taking care of the pigs was probably one 
of his chores. 
 

How did you meet your spouse and how did you propose or how where you proposed to?  
 
Marian – I met Asher in High School in 9th grade. He was a year older. He lived in Alton Park near the 
fish hatchery. Our first date was a Halloween party at the barn at the park. Pearl Miklensic liked him first. 
We shopped together for my ring!  
 
Raymond – I knew Ethel for many years as one of the neighborhood girls. Got interested in her while 
hanging around Lloyd Hallman’s store, going to the outside movies at Pine Tree Park and after she asked 
me to escort her to her senior prom. We were engaged after the Christmas Eve Services at the Mennonite 
Church in 1950. I gave her an engagement ring and I assumed that was a proposal of marriage.  
Norman – Stella and I met at the Dutch Kitchen diner in Emmaus. I went to pick Stella up at her house 
and she fell. She took her gloves off and I put the ring on her finger!  
 
Mae – I met Fred while working as a waitress at Weida’s Luncheonette on the triangle next to what was 
the 5 & 10 in Emmaus.  He used to come in with Barney Knoll, his brother-in-law, for coffee.  Before I 
knew it he was leaving me 50 cent tips to get my attention.  We had our first date on November 17, 1949. 
We became engaged September 1950…after a small tiff on the phone (don’t know what about) he came 
by and asked me to go for a ride with him (come as you are).  I had on shorts and what I called a steering 
wheel cover.  We just rode over to the park and there he proposed to me with the ring.  How romantic!! 
And how could I say anything but yes.  I was engaged all through my senior year in High School.  We 
were married June 16, 1951, a week after graduation.  
 
Annabelle - I got to know Curt at the Macungie Park where we hung out.  Then one night a group of girls 
went to the Emmaus movies.  He asked to drive us home.  He took me home last and asked me for a date. 
A year later (Oct. 1950) he proposed to me at Norman and Stella's house.  I was staying with Stella while 
Norman was in the service.  
 
Merle - Carl and I met when our families got together, Floss and Vernie were already married. We started 
dating when Vernie was in the Korean War. Floss asked Carl to take me home after we were at the 
Macungie Park. It was getting late and she wanted to write a letter to Vernie so Floss suggested checking 
to see if Carl was home yet and if he was would I mind if he took me home. After that, we started dating 
periodically. 
 



Kermit - I met Jeannie at Camp Men-O-Lan on Labor Day Weekend of 1959.  I was the Camp Director 
and she was working in the kitchen.  Sunday afternoon we (every one) went on a hike around the "big" 
block surrounding the camp and that started it.  I proposed one night while we were sitting on the couch 
after her parents went to bed.  Our engagement was official on her 18th birthday in November of 1959. 
 
Vernon – Sis Hersch, Donald Engleman and I asked Floss if she saw Florence Hartzell. She said no. We 
then invited her to Hereford PA for ice cream…she said yes! Floss’s first birthday we were together I 
gave her a camera. Another birthday I gave her a heart necklace. 
 
What was the biggest challenge growing up with so may siblings?  
 
Marian – Cleaning up after them.  
 
Raymond – I did not know of any challenges!  
 
Norman – Who was going to wash dishes.  
 
Mae – Biggest challenge? Surviving!! Living up to the expectations of the family. There was no getting 
away with anything with so many overseeing you plus their friends. I wouldn’t trade my life with my 
family for anything in the world. There are so many blessings to count and memories to sustain me the 
rest of my life. AMEN.  
 
Annabelle - Just growing up to be an individual.  
 
Carl/Merle - Merle always talked nothing but good times, always it was challenging. She went to her 
grave with teeth marks on her belly from Annabelle biting her. She lost that challenge! 
 
Kermit - Here again, being at the tail end, many were gone already, so there weren't too many challenges.  
  

Did you hunt with Pappy? Can you share any hunting stories? Did Mammy cook the 
game?  

 
Marian – No I didn’t hunt with Pappy and have no stories. Mammy 
cooked it and we thought it was good.  
 
Raymond – Yes, many times. Used to hunt very close to home - In 
the swamp, directly behind our house, the field directly across from 
our house (now built up with homes) and the corn fields in the area 
now occupied by the Catholic Cemetery. We did most of our deer 
hunting In Carbon County (Weatherly). In 1947 I shot the first 
Buck (an eight pointer, which I still have the mounted head at my 
house.) I well remember Pappy was as proud of that event as I was. 
One of the saddest hunting incidents was when after his heart 
attack, we were hunting in Pen Argyl and Pappy shot a buck. 
Before we got together to help him drag the deer out, a group of 

other hunters stole the deer from Pappy.  Yes, Mammy did cook the game we shot.  
 
Norman – Yes, a lot. Deer hunting – we went up to Weatherly and stayed in an old woman’s boarding 
house for 3 or 4 years. One year, Ray got a really big deer the one that hung in Mammy and Pappy’s 
dining room). It was so big (I think over 180 lbs) that it took 4 of them (Ray, Vernie, Dad, Wilmer) to 
haul it out of the woods. We went small game hunting around Emmaus, Dillingersville, and Shimerville. 



Did Mammy cook the game? Yes. Dad didn’t have any particular type he liked better than others…no, he 
ate it all! (Rabbit, pheasant, deer, possum, groundhog.)  
 
Mae – Hunt with Pappy? No, but the boys all did! Yes, Mammy cooked it all – rabbits, pheasants, 
squirrels, deer, groundhog, not sure but if it was edible, she prepared it!  
 
Annabelle - No, but I ate a lot of the game.  
 
Carl - Merle never hunted with Pappy. I did some small game hunting with Pop and Vernie on the Shelly 
Farm. 
 
Kermit - We (take notice, it's always "we") were so eager for the time we could go along hunting with the 
family guys that we would make guns out of sticks and go out in the fields and pretend we were hunting. 
 
Vernon – We hunted at Moyer’s farm down by the East Greenville flower place. Yes, Mammy cooked the 
meat. 
 
Buster - Absolutely, Mammy cooked all kinds of game and fish.  Never went hunting with Pappy but he 
took Jimmy and me fishing often. 
 
Where did Mammy and Pappy live before the house on Shimerville Road?  
 
Marian – They lived on Trexler Farm and before that in Vera Cruz at the Fetterman Farm.  
Raymond – My earliest recollections are Fetterman’s Farm on the Vera Cruz to Shimerville Road. Trexler 
Farm on Cedar Crest Road where Colonial Crest Apts now stand.  
Norman – Corner of Cedar Crest and North St in Emmaus. And near the Vera Cruz Fire Co.  
 
Mae – At the Trexler Farm where Cedar Crest apartments are now.  
 
Annabelle - The ones I was told by Marian were the farm where Colonial Crest apartments are now and 
Fetterman's Farm on the road leading from Vera Cruz to Shimerville.  
 
Merle - The Trexler Farm (torn down to build Colonial Crest apartments). The house was across the street 
from the Emmaus High school football stadium.  
 
Kermit - They lived on the Trexler Farm which was located on Dorneyville Road (now is Cedar Crest 
Blvd. in Emmaus PA and "Lovers Lane" (now Harrison St.)  There are now apartments there. 
 
Alma - Mabel and Elmer Nester lived in the farmhouse on the Trexler Farm which was located where 
Colonial Crest apartments now stand. 
 
Pappy helped build the PP&L building in Allentown. He jokingly called it the Paint 
Powder and Lipstick Company! Who was he working for at the time and what was his 
line of work? What other jobs did Pappy have throughout his life? 
 
Marian – Pappy worked at PP&L when it was being built as a laborer. Then he was hired as a Janitor. He 
took care of all the Christmas lights on the PPL building. Some of us would go with him to check the 
lights. He would get rides to work with a neighbor. He also took the bus at 10th and Chestnut. When he 
worked on Saturdays the kids would walk to meet him at the bus. Pappy and Linwood also helped Jarrett 



the farmer, pick potatoes. They could pick up whatever potatoes they could after work and brought them 
home for the bin in the basement.  
Pappy worked at the Emmaus Foundry before PPL. Don’t know what he did there.  
 
Raymond – As far as I know, he worked for the construction company (I don’t know the name.) He 
worked as a laborer, with mostly colored men. That is why he got the name of “Whitey” while on the job. 
Worked their until 1941. Went to work at Bethlehem Steel in 1941 and remained their until he was forced 
to retire after having a heart attack.  
 
Norman – Pappy was a laborer for a contractor. He got his nickname “Whitey” because he was the only 
white person on the job. He then got a job as a custodian at PP&L. Later went to Bethlehem Steel right 
after the war started (1940) working at the blast furnaces.  
 
Mae – He was employed by the builders of PP&L. He was a laborer and later worked as a janitor for 
PP&L after the building was completed. He worked the blast furnace at the Steel. He also worked at the 
Emmaus Foundry (this I don’t really recall.) He did farm work for different farmer and was well supplied 
with fruits, vegetables, and meats either as pay or extra benefits 
 
Annabelle - I am of the understanding hew was a janitor and he raised and took the flag down from the 
top of the building. He also worked for Donaldson Iron foundry in Emmaus, PPL & Bethlehem Steel.  
 
Merle - He was a laborer then got a full time job with PP&L. He also worked on the Schubert farm and 
Trexler Farm. 
 
Kermit - I'm not sure.  I hope some of the older ones can answer this. I know he did some farming before 
PP&L.  He retired from the Steel. 
 
Vernon – Pappy was a janitor. His boss was Ratly Miller. Mr. Miller came out to our house to watch all of 
us eat. Pappy had a brick at Bethlehem Steel with his hand print in it. Each kid put money in to buy the 
brick. He worked at the steel from 1947 until he lost his mind. He’d come home late at night and bake 
many pies. He’d place them on a swinging shelf in the basement so the rats wouldn’t get them. 
 
Buster - I know that he did farm work and his last job was as a custodian at Bethlehem steel. 
 

Tell about a time Mammy got mad.  
 
Marian - Mammy YELLED. She really yelled when she got mad.  
 
Raymond – When the wringer in the washing machine would get overloaded and jam up – this was the 
only time I heard Mammy curse.  
 
Norman – Can’t recall her ever getting mad.  
 
Mae – Lots of times, but she never cursed, just blew her top.  
 
Annabelle - When Mammy got upset (not mad) she would yell at us and chase after us with a broom.  She 
never really hit me that I remember.  
 
Carl/Merle - Not applicable. She was very mild mannered. 
 
Kermit - I don't know that I ever saw her "mad." 



Did you or any of the other kids ever get spanked?  
 
Marian – A little bit.  
 
Raymond – Never! (To my memory!)  
 
Norman – Yes, only from Pappy. He would spank us for telling lies, sassing back, smoking.  
 
Merle - No. Was only bossed around, especially by our big sister that lived next door. (Sorry Marian!) 
 
Kermit - I remember getting spanked with Pappy's belt a few times. 
 
Buster - Don’t know for sure, but if I were a betting Man, I’d say, YES. 
 

How did Mammy and Pappy punish you?  
 
Raymond – I don’t have any memories of being punished other than verbal scoldings.  
 
Norman – Dish washing or spanking with a belt.  
 
Melvin story remembered by Sandy – Melvin was smoking behind the wood shed in the winter wearing 
his new coat. He heard Pappy coming and hid the cigarette up the sleeve of his coat. Pappy saw him and 
just kept talking to him never mentioning anything about the smoke billowing out of his sleeve. Melvin 
said his punishment was wearing a winter coat with a burn hole in it.  
Mae – I remember getting spanked one time for eating green apples that were for baking and we were told 
not to eat them. Spankings weren’t given all that often but if necessary they did happen. After my accident 
and hospitalization, I was in 2nd grade, I was dubbed “the delicate one.” All the others felt I didn’t get my 
share anymore and accused me of “using” the circumstance to save my hide! (That’s so not true!) There 
really wasn’t much punishing per se’. We were put in our place verbally and of course our older siblings 
helped set us straight.  
 
Annabelle - I don't ever remember anyone being spanked. Yelled at, Yes!! I really don't remember Mom 
or Pop punishing any of us. Mom had a way of talking to you and making you feel bad about what you 
had done or not done.  
 
Carl - Don't remember Merle telling any stories of punishment. 
Vernon – They didn’t punish us. I don’t remember ever getting a spanking. 
   

Did all of you ever take a family vacation together?  
 
Marian – Only to go to our grandparents for the weekend.  
 
Raymond – No, never.  
 
Mae – Family vacation??? In the back yard.  
 
Annabelle - No, we were always together at home. We didn't know what a vacation was.  
 
Merle - No. Never had all at home at the same time. 
 
Kermit - No. 



The story goes that the family was overcome by coal gas during the night. Pappy came 
home from working the night shift and found everyone unresponsive. Can you elaborate 
on this story?               
 
Marian – He opened everything up and everyone was alright. Don’t really remember.  
 
Raymond – I can only remember the incident, but not the details.  
 
Norman – It is true. I just remember we were a sick bunch!  
 
Mae – Coal gas episode is not in my memory bank. I only know of the stories of it.  
 
Annabelle - As I recall when Pappy came home from work he found Vernon in the stairs unresponsive. 
He opened all the windows and we all survived.  
 
Carl - Just remember Pappy saying he came home from Bethlehem Steel and found the condition. Don't 
know much more. 
 
Vernon – Pappy found me unresponsive. He told me to get up to pee but I couldn’t. The boys in the attic 
didn’t get sick – they went to school. 
 

What kind of Christmas presents did you get? Did Mammy cook a big Christmas meal?  
 
Marian – She did make a big Christmas meal. We didn’t get gifts when we were young. We did get one 
box of candy and an orange from Santa Claus (Fire Co?) and candy and an orange from church. Aunt 
Annie and Aunt Stella would bring candy. When I was older, Pop told me to go get clothes for the 3 boys 
(Norman, Vernon and Raymond). He gave me money and I went to the Children's Shop on Hamilton 
Street. I had only so much money and still the lady gave me on outfit for each boy and the money I had 
never covered it. She felt sorry for us. One year we (Linwood, Marian and Melvin) bought shoes for 
everyone for Christmas. 
 
Raymond – We mostly received clothing for Christmas. Mammy  (with lots of help) did cook a Christmas 
dinner.  
 
Norman – Clothes  
 
Mae – We always had a big Christmas Dinner. While very young our gifts were oranges and boxes of 
candy from church and the Fire Co. in Town Hall which we walked to on Christmas mornings.  
 
Annabelle - We always walked to town hall for an orange and box of candy and we would get the same in 
church. Annie Schubert would give us a box of hard candy. Later, Marian and Asher, Linwood and Larue, 
and Melvin and Betty gave me pajamas and I don't remember what else. But it was great!!  
 
Vernon – Candy & orange from church and the Schuberts. 
 
Buster - The grandchildren each got a Silver Dollar.  I believe for a while the great grand children also got 
a silver dollar.  
 
 
 



How did you celebrate your birthday and did you get any gifts?  
 
Marian – No presents and no cake when young.  
 
Raymond – Celebrations were not more than being recognized on our birthday. There were few gifts 
given in those days.  
 
Norman – Maybe a cake. Only gifts from Uncle John.  
 
Mae – We celebrated our birthdays with simple acknowledgement from the family. No gifts until we were 
old enough to exchange on our own. Sometime after I was 8 or 10 I recall a neighbor, Margaret Keinert, 
always made a 6” cake for each of us, which was quite special.  
 
Annabelle - We didn't celebrate or get any gifts that I remember. It was just another day! 
 
Kermit - I didn't have a real birthday party until my 18th birthday.  Having a birthday 2 days after 
Christmas was not conducive to receiving a special birthday gift. 
 
Who was the first to get their own car and when did you get yours?  
 
Marian – Vernon or Linwood or Melvin?? I had a car from Asher when we got married.  
 
Raymond – Melvin got the first car (approx. 1940). I got my first car – a brand new Chevrolet – in 1951.  
 
Norman – Melvin. I got mine in 1949.  
Mae – Vernon as I recall. I got mine after I was married.  
 
Annabelle - I believe Marian and Asher or Melvin. I never owned a car of my own. Curt had one when we 
got married. .  
 
Merle - I had to wait for a car until Carl and I got married (1953 Chevy). I went to work to help pay off 
his car - $71.00 month. Our apartment monthly rent was $55 (625 Walnut St.). 
 
Kermit - The first one to buy a car while still at home was Vernie.  We, Donnie and I, bought our first car 
in our Senior year of high school, a 1948 Plymouth. 
 
Vernon – I got a Ford (Blue Bird of Happiness) and then a Plymouth. 
 
Who taught you how to drive and how did you go about taking a driving test?  
 
Marian – Asher taught me how to drive. He lost his driver's license because he was caught speeding so he 
had to teach me in 6 weeks time! He probably wouldn't have taught me otherwise! I took the test between 
Allentown and Bethlehem.  
 
Raymond – Vernon taught me to drive, using his 1936 “Blue Bird” Ford. I took my test in 1946 at the 
State Police test location on Eighth Ave. in Bethlehem. The test included driving with a State Policeman 
along the street, making stops and turns and using proper hand signals. I passed the first time I took the 
test!  
 



Norman – I learned how to drive from friends who let me drive their cars before I had my permit. After 
my permit, I went to the State Police by the airport for the driver’s test – written and driving.  
 
Mae – I was taught to drive by boyfriends, brothers and Fred. Aunt Anna Mae (Fred’s sister) took me for 
my tests.  The first time I failed because the policeman told me to go on at a stop sign and I did! (trick 
order!) The 2nd time I passed and on my way home I was so excited or relaxed that I went through 2 red 
lights and almost gave Anna Mae a heart attack. The testing took place at the Police Barracks on Airport 
Rd, Allentown.  
 
Annabelle - Curt started to teach me but he couldn't handle it. George Miklos took over and took me 
down Hamilton street the first time out with him. I took my test in Bethlehem and I had Curt's Studabaker 
which had the emergency brake on the floor to my right. When I was told to release it, it didn't budge. The 
officer that was with me released it for me. He knew Curt, so naturally I passed!  
 
Kermit - I learned to drive by taking drivers education in high school.  The instructor, Mr. Richard Shaak, 
took me to the State Police Barracks for the test.  I passed with flying colors. 
 
Vernon – Jim Rohrbach in his 1929 Chevy. We worked together at Vultee Co. (The company made 
airplanes for WW2.) 
 
Where you involved in extracurricular activities in high school and if so, what activities?  
 
Marian – I was the Drum Majorette in the band.  
 
Raymond – I had the honor of being President of the Monitor Club! I tried out for the basketball team as a 
freshman but was cut early in the practice program.  
 
Norman – Tattler Staff  
 
Mae – Sewing, Art and Photography.  
Annabelle - Monitor Club, Yearbook staff (class editor), Girls Shop.  
 
Merle - Sang on choirs, sewing club. I was always trying to figure which excuse I was going to use 
because I was late getting to school again. 
 

Did Pappy ever barbeque?  
 
Marian – After I was married (1940).  
 
Raymond – No, not that I was aware of.  
 
Norman – No  
 
Mae – Never barbequed that I know of. In those days what was a grill??  
 
Kermit - No, we never had a barbecue while I was still at home.  (I was the last one to leave home) and I 
am quite certain they did not get one after I left. 
 
Buster – I believe my dad, Linwood, talked about cooking some meals outside over a fire. 
 
 



Did Mammy ever work?  
 
Marian – Mammy worked in the fur factory beside the high school (Jefferson) in 1938 or 39 when I was 
in High School. We'd look out the windows and see her sewing. She was good at hand sewing. She used 
to alter coats and clothing and altered many hand me downs for us to wear. She also worked on weekends 
cooking in a restaurant for a short time.  
 
Raymond – To my knowledge, the only jobs she had away from the house was as a waitress at the 
Welcome Inn on Route 29 (what was later known as Rumors). Also worked for the Emmaus Fur Factory 
(next to the old high school). She also sold Watking Products from the house for a few years. She worked 
many years in the home, trying to care for all of us kids!  
 
Norman – yes, when I was about 14 or 15 she worked as a waitress at a restaurant on 29 (between the 
Trivet and Mill Road) for about a year.  
 
Mae – She worked in a factory next to Emmaus High School (Jefferson) plus a few odd jobs.  
 
Annabelle - She sold light bulbs and Watking's Products door to door. I believe she also worked in a fur 
factory.  
 
Merle - She had some small jobs. When do you think she had time with such a big family. I think this was 
work enough. Good Job Mammy! 
 
Kermit - Not outside her home! 
 
Vernon – She sold light bulbs door to door and worked at a little restaurant across form Herbein’s (at one 
time called Mae’s Place.) 
 
What was the Fegely Reunion? How were we related? Details?  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marian – Mammy was a Fegely. We got together in the summer at Macungie Park.  
 
Raymond – It was an annual summer get together of dependents to Tobis Fegely. It continued for many 
years until it was mostly Nester families and they continued with mostly Fegely family relatives, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and second cousins.  
 
Norman – Mammy was a Fegely (her father’s family). Stella and I think it started before we were married 
(1948). We remember going to some place where Camp Olympic is now. We got a rolling pin as a prize 
for being married the shortest amount of time – 1 day! Then it was held somewhere in Wescosville for 2 
or 3 years, then at Macungie Park.  
 



Mae – Fegelys were all related – mostly cousins of Mom.  Once the reunion was started it did bring us all 
a bit closer and yet we were never all that close.  
Annabelle - It was descendants of the Franklin Fegely family. We were descendants of Pappy Fiett 
Fegely, our mother's father.   
 
Kermit - The Fegley Reunion was all the descendents of Franklin Fegley and his wife.  Those who 
attended when I did were mostly cousins and second cousins, etc.  It was held in July of each year until 
the 1960's at various places such as; the Reservoir on South Mountain, Dorney Park and Macungie 
Memorial Park most recently.  As I recall it ceased because there were now more Nester relatives than 
Fegelys.  I do think it has been revived but doesn't include the Nesters (don't ask me why.) 
 
Alma - The Fegely reunion was an annual picnic held in July at the Macungie Memorial Park for several 
years.  (If there were earlier locations, I'm too young to remember.)  Mammy's maiden name was Fegley 
and the reunion was for the families (descendants) of her father, Fiett, and his brother Franklin. 
 
There were other Fegely siblings, but some died young* and others moved out of the area (Caroline and 
Hannah.)  One of the person's who attended was Curtis Kehm whose mother was a Fegely from another 
branch but his great (paternal) grandmother was Hannah, Fiett's youngest sibling.  [*Levi, William, and 
possibly Charles - Alfred lived to age 26] 
 
How did all of you get ready in the morning? Describe bath time? 
 
Marian – We took a bath in a big metal tub, 3 at a time. Brushed teeth in the kitchen sink. Had a night 
bucket at night.  
 
Raymond – Get dressed, washed hands and face, ate breakfast (usually cereal), brush teeth and leave for 
school (usually too late to get there on time!) Prior to having the shower in the basement, we took 
“bucket” baths about 2 times per week. Heat water and pour into a bucket, get wash rag, towel and soap 
and go up stairs to our bedroom and bath.  
 
Norman – We all ran for the heater in the living room. First one their stayed warm! Bath time – The little 
ones used the big wash tubs.  
 
Mae – As a very young girl I remember Saturday night baths in an agate tub in the kitchen near the coal 
stove. As we outgrew this tub, we took a bucket of hot water to our bedroom and bathed starting with the 
face and working down to the feet. It was up to us how often we bathed unless we procrastinated too 
much. We were encouraged that it was time, then when we matured we didn’t need encouragement any 
more. By the way – I always said, “I married for a bathroom.” Then a bathroom became a reality for the 
house. Fred and Curt put it in in the late 1950’s.  
 
Annabelle - As for getting ready in the morning I guess we all did our own thing at our own time. I don't 
remember waiting in line. As for bath time, when we were little, we had an oval wash tub we set in the 
kitchen next to the stove, and took our bath. I don't know who got to use the water first! Later when we 
thought we needed privacy we took a bucket of hot water to our bed room.  
 
Vernon – If you didn’t get ready you could stay home! We walked to school from the Shimerville house 
to Lincoln and Thaddeus Stevens. My friend, Lamont Mohr lived two houses away from Steven’s School. 
His pop drove the fire truck. 
 
 
  



Who was responsible for empting the pee pots?  
 
Raymond – The last one who used it and filled it up!  
 
Norman – Everybody.  
 
Mae – Emptying the pee pot was something we all had our turn at.  
 
Annabelle - I know I never did. I guess that was left to the older siblings. I remember it being there but I 
don't remember using it.  
 
Merle - One of the boys I guess. I know it was cold sitting on the out house seat! 
 
Kermit - I remember doing it.  I guess whoever couldn't stand the smell would empty it. 
 

What was your favorite meal Mammy cooked?  
 
Marian – A roast and potatoes for Sunday dinner. She also made a lot with potatoes since we always had a 
bin full - Potatoes & peas in mild soup, Corn soup, False Sauerkraut (shred cabbage, cook it, pour vinegar 
on it and eat it over potatoes), Dried out spaghetti - Mammy would bake it than we'd even eat it on top of 
mashed potatoes - stomach wadding! Mammy made minute pudding - cook canned milk mixing flour 
with it than cook it. We ate it with milk & sugar. Margarine back then looked like lard unless you added a 
color packet to it to make it look like butter. Kids used to mock us that we had lard on our bread. 
 
Raymond – Spaghetti baked in the electric oven; Roast Beef and Roast Pork (Mammy was always sure it 
was well done - maybe even slightly burned!)  
 
Norman – Spaghetti; Mush and Milk (ground up wheat heated with sugar and milk); Fried Potatoes, Pig 
Stomach.  
 
Mae – Stringy Roast Beef; Schnitz and Knep (dried sweet apples with dumplings and ham); Baked 
spaghetti over mashed potatoes.  
 
Annabelle - I don't know that I had a favorite meal but the most memorable was baked spaghetti with 
mashed potatoes. I thought it was wonderful. Today I would call it dry stomach wadding! 
 
Merle - I enjoyed everything. I just loved to eat. I guess the Potato Soup with Hot Dogs was always good. 
 
Vernon – Wing pudding and pigeon milk. Fried potatoes - I made them for my kids, too! 
 

Who was the first brother or sister to bring a girl/boy friend home?  
 
Marian – I was the first girl to bring home a boyfriend and Linwood the first boy.  
 
Raymond – I guess it must have been Linwood (Larue). However, it could have been Marian (Asher).  
 
Norman – Linwood, Marian or Melvin  
 
Mae – My guess is that Linwood, Melvin and Marian were the first to bring dates home. I don’t know in 
what order.  



 
Annabelle - Marian/Asher.  
 
Carl - Merle always talked a lot of watching Alma and Albert and would make a bed for  
them on the sofa.  
 

Which aunt and uncle got in the biggest trouble when they were living at home? And 
how did they get punished?  
 
Raymond – No comments! (Someone said it might have been me, but I don’t believe that!)  
 
Norman – It’s about even.  
 
Mae – I believe Raymond had the reputation of being in hot water most often! Scoldings seemed to be the 
punishment most times. I can’t say there were ever real severe punishments. As we younger ones grew 
older we had more than enough people to answer to and they all took their turns at putting us in our 
places.  
 
Vernon – Raymie was always naughty so he had to sit next to Elmer. 
 

Who was the first to leave home and who was the first to marry?  
 
Marian – Linwood was the first to leave home and get married. I got married next.  
 
Raymond – Linwood was the first to leave home and get married.  
 
Norman – Linwood was the first to leave. Marian was the first to get married.  
 
Mae – The first one to get married and leave home was Linwood, followed  by Marian, then Melvin.  
 
Annabelle - I believe Linwood was the first to marry and leave home, but I believe Melvin went to CCC 
Camp before Linwood left.  
 

Did you ever win any kind of awards or recognition for anything?  
 
Raymond – Elected to Allentown Bowling Association Hall of Fame for serving as President & 
Tournament Director for eight years. I was also elected to Pennsylvania State Bowling Association for 
serving as State President in 1993 and starting a scholarship program for Junior Bowlers across the state 
of Pennsylvania.  
 
Norman – Bowling League Championship – Superior Combustion-High Score 269; Achieved Master 
Sergeant in Military.  
Merle - I sang for an audition on a Channel 6 TV Talent Show. That was as far as I got but it made me 
feel "Big" as a teenager.   
 
Kermit - Donnie and I won a swimming race at Pine Tree Park.  I said "Donnie and I" because we tied! 
Our prize was a coffee maker. 
 
Vernon – 2 Purple Hearts from the Korean War. On the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War I received a 
letter from the President of Korea for coming over there. 



 

To the younger ones – Did you have your own identity in high school by the time all the 
others had gone through or were you just another Nester?  
 
Raymond – In my years in High School, Mr. Heller, the Principal at that time, always questioned us – 
“Why can’t you be like your brother, Wilmer?”  
 
Norman – Got good grades thanks to Wilmer’s being there before me. (Mammy Houser)  
 
Mae – Going to High School was not being just another Nester, but it helped to a point since no one of the 
Nesters had a real bad reputation. I made my own reputation since I was a school skipper…Mr. Heller 
would ask me why I couldn’t follow in my elder siblings footsteps!  
 
Annabelle -The teachers pretty well had their fill of Nesters by the time I came along.  
 
Merle - We had our own identity. 
 
Kermit - Since Donnie and I were the last in the family we were simply "just another Nester!" 
 

Did you hang out with each other in high school or have classes together?  
 
Marian – Melvin and I had some of the same classes for a while.  
 
Raymond – No, I didn’t hang out with any of the family in high school and I did not have classes with any 
of them.  
 
Norman – Yes to hanging out. No to classes together.  
 
Mae – Yes, pretty much. Fred became part of the gang. He fit right in even though he was out of school 
and older.  
 
Annabelle - When I was a freshman in high school, Raymond was a sophomore, Vernon a junior and 
Norman a senior. No, we never hung out together except running to school in the morning. I never had 
any classes with them.  
 
Carl - No. It was only Mae in High School when I was there.  
 
Kermit - Up to and including Jr. High, Donnie and I were always in the same class.  But after 9th grade 
we were in different classes so we didn't see each other very much during the day.  Our last two years in 
school we had a car (1948 Plymouth.) 
 

Did you play with neighbor kids or just your siblings?  
 
Marian – Both. We used to play store using empty cereal boxes, play church, pretend play, hopscotch. In 
the summer, all the neighborhood kids played together. We played hide & seek, kick the can, tag.  
Marcella Youse and I used to play stage on the boards covering the area where the outhouse used to be. 
One time the boards broke and Marcella’s foot went through.  
We would damn up the creek by the bridge to swim in. The Miklensics built the pool and used the creek 
water to fill it. The Nester kids got to swim for free so they would stop swimming in the creek and 
dirtying the water that went in the pool.  



 
Raymond – I played with George Miklos, Dick Biehn, Ray Feather and Robert Keinert.  
 
Norman – Yes, we had baseball teams. We played hide & seek, went sledding.  We stole apples and 
cherries from the orchard. We played basketball and a made up baseball game – peg baseball.  
 
Mae – Yes, we played with the neighbor kids a lot and also just with our siblings. We didn’t know the 
meaning of being bored.  
 
Annabelle - I used to play with June Walters. She lived in the big house above the alley. She was an only 
child so she had all the things we dreamed about. I also played with Shirley Bieber in the double house 
that Marian lived in.  
 
Merle - I played with Shirley Bean, Nancy Cernible and others. 
 
Kermit - Both!  But most of the time Donnie and I were entertaining ourselves.  We also spent a lot of 
time with Barney Myers who lived up the street where the turnpike is now located.  We spent a lot of time 
playing in the woods with Barney.  
 
Vernon – All of them.  
 
Where did sit down to do your homework and did Mammy and Pappy help you? Did all 
the kids help each other with homework?  
 
Raymond – We did what little homework we did at the dining room table. Mammy and Pappy were not 
too helpful with homework. When help was needed, the brothers and sisters assisted us.  
 
Norman – At the dining room table. We helped each other.  
 
Mae – Homework at the dining room table. Mom helped when needed and often the sisters and brothers 
when necessary.  
 
Annabelle - I'm not proud of it but I don't remember ever doing homework. I often wonder what I could 
have been if I did.  
 
Kermit - I had very little homework and when I did, Donnie and I would work on it together. 
 
Vernon – We didn’t do our homework. 
   

When did Mammy& Pappy start giving silver dollars?  
  
Norman – I think when we started getting together at the Macungie Grange.  
 
Mae – Gee, not sure but sometime after Cookie was born (in the 50’s).  
 
Carl - I don't know but I always wondered how they could afford it. All I know is that we all appreciated 
it very much. Some of the kids still talk about the silver dollars and how many they still have to this day.  
 
 



Please share your favorite memory or story of a special time with your siblings and 
Mammy and Pappy.  
 
Marian – We had a good life and she would never trade it. My father was the best provider at that time. 
We never went hungry. Pop paid rent at Dundores. We would love to go along - we'd get an ice cream 
cone from the soda fountain. 
 
Raymond – Holiday Dinners when the whole family got together. Whenever we were out late at night, as 
soon as we opened the door, Mammy would be awake and would check to see who was coming in. 
Hunting with Pappy and the rest of our brothers were special times.  
 
Norman – A walk to the fish hatchery with Uncle Harry. Vernie, and Raymond were along. It was the 
longest hike we had. We would walk home from church every now and then.  
 
Mae – Our “special times” with our parents were at Christmas and Easter and other holidays and pretty 
much spending time in the back yard in the summer time. Our childhood was not at all like it is for most 
kids today – where parents entertain them and take them all over to see places and things. Our outings 
were mostly Sunday School picnics and other church affairs. We were our own entertainment.  
 
Annabelle - Christmas Eve was always special with everyone getting together.  
 
Merle - For the most part we were very close and loved each other. As Pappy and mammy got older, Dee 
Dee would play checkers with Pappy and let him win every now and then. This made him feel good that 
he could beat a young kid. Mammy always wanted to go to Merle's in the summer. She said, "If you are 
warm, go to Merle's. There's always a breeze along the side of the house." 
 
Kermit - Mammy and Pappy took me and Donnie to see a Christian movie at the Allentown High School 
in the late 1940's.  On our way home we talked about the movie and Pappy told us that he had accepted 
Jesus as his Savior when he was young.  Now I have no doubts as to where he is right now:  He and 
Mammy are together forever in Heaven waiting for each one of us to join them.  Please don't take it for 
granted. 
 
Vernon – Picking Cherries and strawberries at an old man and his mom’s near where Wetherhold’s live 
(on Mill Road); Raymie was always naughty so he had to sit next to Elmer . 
  
   

Interesting Extras  
 
Marian - There was a butcher shop in the alley behind our house on Shimerville Road.  We would watch 
them kill and butcher the cows. We would get the hearts or livers and take them home and cook it.  
I went to my first movie at 12 years old at the Emmaus Movie Theater. It cost 10 cents.  
My first job was at the park for 25 cents a day. I was 12 or 13 and worked in the locker room at the pool 
checking people’s clothes and giving them a claim ticket. I used to babysit for the Stoudts who lived in 
the house that is now my house. Melvin would make me butter bread and bring it down to the fence so I 
could eat! I babysat for 25 cents a night for neighbors by Thaddeus Stevens school. The people would go 
out to the firehouse. Mammy took us to Sunday School and Church. Pappy was usually working during 
church but always went after he retired.  
 
Vernon - We would play basketball but they would always leave the door open so we couldn’t play (the 
door took up half the court!) Ernie Walker and I went looking for iron – but he called it ice (on the roads.) 



I used to pick up chewing gum from sidewalks. Or we chewed black tar. We got it from the foundry in 
Emmaus or sometimes got it off the street. (The foundry used the tar to coat the pipes.) 
 
Alma (from Bruce Miller) often reminisced about sleeping in the attic in the winter watching the snow 
come down.  Annabelle may remember something about this. 
 
How did Vernie get the nickname “Spike”? Harry Stern couldn’t hear Vernon so they called him Spike. 
Also – “You don’t look like a Vernon – you look like a Spike!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


